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Notes on the 

F.IRST TYPE OF LIBERIA 

First 

pieces, 

issue scarce multip le 

with used mater ial not 

generally met with here on covers. 

By H AROLD D. WATSON 

T H ESE st amps have alw ays been ve ry 
popular beca use of th eir design and 
size. and as they a re few in number a 

representative collection cou ld be made of 
th ese issues at small expense. 

Stamps \\"e re firs t issued by this country in 
1x60, in three values 6 cents, 12 ce nts and 2+ 

ce nts, handsome ly lithographed and on rather 
thick paper. Singles, unused and used are 
not r are except that the imperforates of all 
three are somewha t scarce, the 12 and 2+ 

ce nt being se ldo m found. All three values 
ex ist in imperforate pa irs, th ese ar e quite 
sca rce. ·Multiples of the perforated iss ue are 
not common, but a re ha rdly in a class of 
rarity. 

All of the genuine used st amps that I have 
see n came from Monrovi a or H a rper. These 
are mu ch sca rce r than th e unu sed items. 

The st amps that were used in H arper were 
ge ne r ally from mi ss ionary mail; practically 
all of th e busi ness of th e cou ntry centered in 
Monrovia, and th e entire cor respond ence was 
not large . The la rge r portion of the used 
st amps which have come in circul a tion came 
probably fro m mail to th e gove rnment a t 
W ashington, and in clu e course of time these 
files w ere plundered and th e st amps eventu­
ally came into the hand s of th e collecto rs. 

Th e second issue with the outer line 4 mm. 
from th e design a re scarcer both in used and 
unu sed condition th an those of the first issue. 
Multiples of th ese are sca rce except as to 

pairs of the imperforate issue which are 
occas ionally fou nd . 

Subsequently th ere was issued a number of 
stamps on medium and thin paper. Multiples 
of the medium paper va riety are sca rcer than 
th ose of th e thin pape r iss ue, but are not 
extraord in a r ily scarce. Multiples of th e thin 
paper issue are fa irly common, but th e stock 
of th ese in this cou ntry in multiples is not 
very large, th ere a re far more in Great B ri t­
arn . Many of th ose show th e outer lin es in 
part. 

In th e la te So's two officials from Liberia 
came to London and brought with them all 
the remainders in th e possession of the Re­
public of al l th ese issues, and these ,,·ere sold 
in London. From this lot came the great 
proportion of th e unused stamps on the 
marke t. All th e varieties were rep resented 
including th e imperfora te, but in th e interven­
ing years th e sheets were largely broken up, 
\\·hich accou nts for the comparative scarcity 
of the multiples. 

Used multipl es a re scarce here; even pairs 
have neve r been seen by the writer, though 
it is probable th at such ex ist in some of the 
co ll ections in Great Britain. The writer has 
in hi s coll ec tion abou t 200 examples of these 
issues. There a re no g reat differences in the 
perforat ions, these runni ng from I I to 12; 

th e 2 + cent is kn own w ithou t clouds in the 
backgro und and also on watermarked paper 
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with name of printer. Stamps w ere litho­
g r aphed in London . Out of the afo remen ­
tioned 200 ex amples only 22 are used and 
all th e numbers a re not r ep resented in these 
used stamps. All a re cancelled in the two 
first-mentioned towns, except two copies can­
celled with a st amped "paid" and one in red 
a t a sea post-office. 

Many st amps cancelled "Monpowa" are 
found, and the writer beli eves that every one 

of the stamps so cancelled is a coun terfeit, as 
he is in possession of sheets of the 6 and 24, 
all cancelled from the alleged place. If it 
existed in the days of which we speak the 
popul ation mu st have consisted of natives liv­
ing in thatched houses, and one or two wh ite 
men who were engaged in trading. It is very 
doubtful if a single letter was ever mailed 
from that benighted spot (if, t ru ly, it even 
existed). 

The 1880 issue, which is quite common, is 
cancelled officially generally with six thick 
ba rs. 

Boston Auction Sales 
I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 

glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for t,hem. 

I am always in the market for collections, U . S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for ca.sh outrig·ht, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. l(ELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
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