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The Independence Issue of 

LIBERIA 

Set marking the centenn ial of the 

Republic passed through four stages 

before becoming an actua l reality. 

By FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR. 

][

N the creation of a new set of stamps­
for that is exactly what is entailed­
many problems confront the country of 

issue, its agents, and the printers. It is prob­
able the decision to commemorate some spe­
cific event, or honor one or more distinguished 
persons, or even authorize a regular postage 
set, is the simplest part of the entire chain of 
events. 

Liberia's Centennial issue certainly met 
with about as many "incidents" as any other 
set of stamps-the wonder is that it really 
ever became a tangible reality. It was almost 
as ill-fated as the projected Liberian Centen­
nial Exposition, but not quite. 

When the decision was reached to mark the 
centenni al (J uly 26, 19+7), it " ·as felt a set 
of triangular stamps would lend themselves to 
the occasion. This was a simple enough 
choice, but then followed the need to secure 
appropriate subjects for such a form. 

E. A. Wright of Philadelphia was commis­
sioned to prepare the stamps-six values m 
all , of the following values and subjects: 

1 cent, Liberian star 
3 cents, map of Liberia 
5 cents, Liberty head 

10 cents, Liberian coat of arms 
25 cents, Liberian flag 
50 cents, plane and palm tree 

The fi rst four stamps were to be postage, 
and the last two air mails, with planes in-

eluded in the design; this at least was the 
plan early in February when the first dis­
cussions on the issue took place. 

Specifications for the issue as given to the 
printing firm were: "The stamps are to be 
shipped on or before July r. These stamps 
are to be triangular in format, printed by 
photogravure or combined photogravure and 
engraving, in two colors. The frames are to 
be the same, with apex either up or down 
(three values in each style) with Liberia­
Postage (or Airmail) and '1847-Centenary 
Liberian Declaration of lndependence-
1947' in the frame , and the value in the apex 
of the triangles in the color of the center 
vignette." 

Sketches and photographic reductions of the 
six stamps were submitted by the E. A. 
Wright Bank Note Co. on March 25, taking 
the form of what might best be described as 
acute triangles. When these sketches were 
referred to Liberian officials, they felt the 
layout unsatisfactory for the occasion and the 
central material, and asked that a flatter tri­
angular form be used. 

The sketches were, thereupon, returned to 
Philadelphia, and on April 29 a second group 
of designs submitted which, in the eyes of the 
author, were marked in their improvement, 
and, with one exception, would have resulted 
in extremely attractive triangular stamps. 

Liberian officials concerned with the cen­
tena ry obse rv ances felt oth erwise, however , 
and the designs went back for a third try. 
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'1' H E l N D E P E N D E N C E I S S U E 0 F L I B E R I A 

The second group, also comprising six val­
ues, with some revision of subject matter, 
was: 

I cent, Liberian star 
3 cents, Map of Liberia 
5 cents, Independence monument 

IO cents, coat of arms 
25 cents, plane and palm tree 
_so cents, Liberian flag and plane 

Other th an the switching of the designs of 
the 25 and 50 cent airmails, the replacement 
of the head of Liberty (patterned after the 
I903 issue) by the Independence monument 
then being erected in Monrovia was the sole 
major change. 

As a las t reso rt , and with an eye cocked 
towards the rapidly advancing centennial 
date , E. A. Wright submitted two upright 
designs styled somewhat after the United 
States Presidential issue. These were labeled 
"A" and " B" with th e former getting the 
nod of approval. These two sketches, illus­
tr ated here, were submitted by the Phila-

delphia printing firm July 2, and were ap­
proved (design A) on July 8, as bicolors. 

Engraving and printing would have taken 
far too much time, and the designs were 
therefore made single color operations. Black 
and white stamp-size designs were submit­
ted July 23 (five designs) and July 25 (two 
sketches) , the issue having been increased to 
seven values. 

These artist's wash drawings were: 

I cent, Liberian star 
2 cents, Liberty head 
3 cents, map of Liberia 
5 cents, Independence monument 

IO cents, coat of arms 
25 cents, palm and plane 
50 cents, flag and plane 

One further major change, and a bit more 
juggling, was demanded before the set be­
came a re ality. A 12-cent airmail value was 
included and th e 10-cent postage value 
dropped. The design s had " Postage" or "Air­
mail " in the lower portion between the yea rs 

Artist's sketches for the upright rectangul ar style; that on the left 
being accepted with modificati ons. 
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THE I N D E P EN DE N CE ISS UE OF L 1 BERJA 

"18+7-19+7 " and "Liberi a" with the valu e off 
to th e left. To permit an enl a rg in g of the 
central subj ect s, th e " P ostage" w as d ropped 
in all values, and "Air l\/Iail " left out on th e 
12 and 25-cent stamps. 

In th e rea lignm ent of values, th e set took 
on thi s form: 

I ce nt , Liberi an st a r 
2 cents, Liberty head 
3 cents, coat of a rm s 
5 cents, map of Liberia 

12 cents , Joseph J. R oberts st a t ue and 
pl ane 

25 cents, L iberi an Aag and pl ane 
50 cents, Independ ence monument 

By auth ority of P ostm as te r G eneral Ne te 
Sie B rown ell , th ese stamps fi nally made the ir 
appea rance sim ultaneous ly in l\1onrovia and 
New Y ork on D ecember 22 , 19+7. 

One Cent 

The I ce nt stamp is the onl v one to have 
reta ined its design (subject to changes in 
format ) .throughout. It remain ed steadfas t 
in its prese nta tion of th e Liberi an st a r , with 
a fernlike backgroun d. In its issued form , 
printing was in g ree n in shee ts of twenty-fiv e, 
perforated a ll a roun d. P roofs of thi s st amp 
were approved September 18, and shipment 
from Phil adelphi a was made O ctober 23. 
Th ere w as a pr intin g of 100,000 copies 
( +,ooo sheets). 

A la rge die proof in da rk g reen ex ists, as 
do small tri a l colo r proofs, impe rfor ate, in 
bright gree n ( rej ected ) and dark g reen (a p­
proved ) . N o varieti es a re known to ex ist . 

Two Cents 

This value became a part of th e se t in th e 
third st age and r emai ned constant in the 
fourth , alth ough th e sub ject- the head of 
Liberty-h ad been used fo r th e 5-cent valu e 
in th e o rigin al g ro up of acu te tri angles . The 
head was adapted from the 1903 iss ue of Li­
beri a (Scott's type A29) . In its issued 
form th e st amp w as printed in r ed-v iolet 
(the colo r of th e U nited Sta tes E di son 
st amp). Proofs of th e acce pted design w ere 
approved O ctober 17, and shipment w as made 
November 2+. The total printing order was 

Right : Fi rst tr i­

angle sub mitted 

fo r the one cent 

denomina t ion . 

Above: Second t riangle, wider base. 

With " Postage" and ( right ) without . 

Pen drawing fo r design . ' 
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THE IND EPEN DENCE I SSUE OF LI BERTA 

.... --, .. .,.}, 
w~· 

'J~if!.~4? c. POSTAGE 

LIBERIA 

'" .. ~.-t.,~ .... . ~,.-~. 
~)\· 

c a~~, 
2 1 847 - 1~47 
LIBERIA 

With " Postage" and ( right ) without. 

. 
' 

Left : Rejected 

" Liberty" triangle 

for 5-cent value. 

for 100,000 stamps (+,ooo sheets) in the 
same format as the 1-cent valu e. 

No large die proof on stamp paper is 
kn own , and on ly the color trial proof im­
perfor ate , in th e previously approved red­
violet color, exists . 

Pen drawing for " Coat of Arms" type . 

Three Cents 

Th e coa t of arms of Liberi a, used for the 
10-cen t va lue in th e firs t three stages, was 
switched to the three cent denomination at the 
very end. Its form vari ed to conform with 
th e shapes of the various designs. Proofs 

Left : " C oat of 

Arms" design on 

first triangle essay. 

Above : Second triangle design, rejec ted . 
Below : Upright designs with " Postage" 
(left) and withou t . 

~~'\.~ 
e .,,..;:) lo 1847 -19 47 
POSTAGE 

LIBERIA 

were submitted September 26 and approved 
th e fo ll owini:;: day, and delivery of 100,000 
stamps ( +,ooo shee ts) was made N ovember 
18. 

A la ri:;:e die proof on stamp paper, gummed, 
and a sma ll imperforate color tri al proof 
ex ist. 

Five Cents 

Three changes out of a possible four were 
made on the design of the 5-cent stamp. In 
step one th e he ad of Liberty was used; in 
steps two and three, the Independence monu-
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THE I NDEPENDENCE ISSUE OF LIBERIA 

Twenty-five Cents 

The subject matter for this stamp was the 
cause of much concern. In its original form 
a large land plane w as shown on the ground 
with a palm tree in the foreground (apex 
upward). In the second stage a large sea­
plane was shown in flight with a palm tree 
again in the foreground. This general motif, 
with a large white cloud as background , was 
used in the third st age. At the last moment, 
the Liberian fl ag and plane, hitherto on the 
50-cent value, was used. 

Proofs of th e design were approved Sep­
tember I 8, and delivery of 30,000 copies 
( 1,200 sheets) was m ade October 23. Print­
ing was in a deep red , somewh at darker than 
the color approved. 

A large die proof on gummed stamp paper 
exists, as well as three color trial proofs, 
imperforate, in various reddish shades. 

Essay submitted for the abandoned " Plan e 
and Palm" type. 

.~ 
?5~,_, ,.' ..,.,, 
" AIRMAIL 

LIBERIA 

Second and th ird 

stage essays sub-

mitted for the 

" Plane and Palm" 

type, not included 

in the se t as issued. 

First essay fo r the " Flag and Plane" type. 

Second essay, also rejected. 

', .'s.-
~x-

5a ll341-JB47 
AIRMAIL 

LIBERIA 

·~ 
25cX 

1847-1947 

LIBERIA 

Third and fourth (accepted ) stage wi th 
change to 25-cent value . 

Fifty Cents 

As noted just above , the Liberian flag and 
a plane w as reserved for this value until the 
fina l stage of production, when they were 
replaced by the Independence monument 
erected in Monrovi a in 1947. This design 
(the monument) was based on a very large 
blue-p rint and apparently differs in a few 
respects from the monument as actually 
erected. 

Printing was in a sienna brown, sixteen 
st amps to a sheet , in somewhat larger format 
th an the preceding six stamps. There was 
a total of 22,512 stamps printed ( 1,407 
sheets). The proofs were approved Sep-
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THE I NDEPENDENCE ISSUE OF LIBERIA 

Arti s t's drawing for "Map" design . 

ment was to have been featured , and in step 
four the map of Liberia jum.ped up from the 
3-cent status. 

Here , too , a total of roo,ooo stamps was 
printed , in blue (4,000 sheets of 25). :{'roofs 
of the engraved die were submitted Septem­
ber 26 and approved the following day, with 
delivery being made November 18. 

A large die proof on gummed stamp paper 
is known , as well as a small imperforate color 
trial proof in the shade of blue previously 
agreed upon. 

Twelve Cents 

In the preliminary stages prov1s10n was 
made for a IO-cent postage value which bore 
the coat of arms in stages l , 2 and 3. This 
value was dropped in the final stages of 
preparation, and a l 2-cent airmail stamp 
provided for instead, showing a statue in 
Monrovia in honor of Joseph Jen kins Rob­
erts, Governor prior to the Liberian Declara­
tion of Independence, and the country's first 
president. This monument was taken from 
Johnson's two-volume opus on Liberia. 

The final order called for 50,000 of this 
value, in sheets of 25 {2 ,000 sheets), printed 

Four stages of the 

"Map" design, 3-

cents until the final 

accepted stage as a 

5-cent stamp. 

'!J', • ., ... ., 
iJ POSTAGE 

LIBERIA 

in blood orange. The first sketch of this 
value was submi tted August l l, followed by 
revised sketches on August l 8 and Septem­
ber 25. The first proofs were submitted 
early in O ctober (possibly the rnth), fol­
lowed by revised proofs on October 28. 
The stamps were ship ed November lg. 

A large die proof in the accepted color, on 
gummed stamp paper, exists. There is also 
a set of four color tri al p~oofs, imperforate, 
in yellow, orange, blood orange (approved), 
and a deep red -o range. 

Accepted design 

for the 12-cent 

stamp. The revi­

sion occurred only 

in the plane. 
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THE INDEPENDENCE ISSUE OF LIBERIA 

\ 

Successive stages in the designing of the 50-
cent " Centenary -Statue" design from the wide­
ly-based triangle , through the small-sized 5-
cent layout , and finally the larger sizes with­
out and with (accepted) "Air Mail. " Below, 
pen drawing of the monument . 

tember 18, and delivery was made N ovem­

ber 25 . 

A la rge die proof on gummed stamp paper, 

imperforate, exis ts in the final form . There 

are also imperforate tri al color proofs with­

out "Air l\!Iai l," in yellow and red-brown; 

and imperforate trial color proofs with "Air 

l\!I a il" in three shades of dark brown. 

(The End.) 

R . J. MECHIN, of Edwards, 

ew Y ork (S t. Lawrence County) , 

has diversified philatelic Interests­

the principal one being Costa Rica 

insofa r as its pre-stamp covers and 

first issues are conce rned . His other 

specialties are Waterbury cancels on 

the 3-cent 1869 stamp (U. S.) , 19th 

century covers of Golden , Colo., and 

th e ga thering of data on the 30-cent 

Black of 1860, which was au th orized 

and partially prepared for use, but 

not issued . His previous w ritings 

have appea red in THE COLLECTORS 

CLU B P HILATEL IST, Th e Stamp 

Specialist , and Th e London Philatel­

is t. Exhibition awards include med­

als at Tipex and Cipex, and his 

memberships include: C. C. , F. R. 
P. S. L. , A. P. S., A. P . C., E. P. S., 

A. S. E. and · Phil. Found. plus hon-

orary memberships m 

Haven Phil atelic Society, 

erbury Stamp Club. 

the New 

and W at-
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