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THE IDENTIFICATION OF POSTALLY USED 

LIBERIA 

AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE 

REICHSDRUCKEREI ISSUES 

By Henry Chlanda 

The cancelled to order ( CTO ) stamp is a common phenomenon in many 
countries. ·where the CTO is used cx tensivel~r it is hard to locate the truly 
postally used item which tends to be rclati\·el~· scarce. For th e Liberian col
lector, the CTO is the order of the day, so that th e problem is one of the first 
magnitude. Postally used Liberia arc the mark of the philatelist, differentiat
ing him from the accumulator or page-filler. Too, they add a distinct difference 
to the rnlue of the collection. Th e Scott catalog discusses the problem as 
follows : 

" Beginning with the issue of 1885, prices in the used column are for 
'cancelled to order ' stamps. Postally used copies sell for much more. '' 

HO\\' much more? W ell , ten times in many cases would not be unreasonable. 
Thus, the price differential alone makes it advisable for the Liberia collector to 
lea rn how to distinguish the genuinely postally used items from their cancelled
to-order counterparts. 

Th e Liberian stamps printed by th e Reichsdruckerei (German State Print
in g Offi ce) offer a good opportunity to distinguish the CTO 's from the genuine 
cancell ations. These isuses include Scott nos. 134-5, 183-194, 195-208, 209-213, 
F20-29, F30-35, and 214-227 as well as the corresponding official overprints. 
Except for th e first two stamps (Scott # 134-5 ) the issues are found in the 
1920 's although printed years earlier in some cases. Th e reason lies in the his
ton· of th e printed contracts and is ,,·orth narrating here. 

History of the Reichsdruckerei Issues 

In 1914, the Liberian government contracted " ·ith the firm of J. vV. West 
of H am burg, Germany for a number of postage stamps. In turn , this firm 
contracted with the German State Printing Office to actually print the stamps. 
T,rn of them, Scott #13.f and 135 were sent to Liberia before the outbreak of 
World V·l ar I. A second shipment \YaS then attempted in 1915 and this ship
ment fell into th e hands of the British gonrnment and did not reach J:.iiberia 
until about 1922. The details of just \\·hat happened are discussed in the 
speech of Presid ent C. D. B. King on December 19, 1922 when he discussed the 
Post Office Department in his message to the Liberian Congress: 

' ·It is ver y gratif~· ing to report that after a series of correspondence 
\\·ith the British Foreign Office through our Minister in London, we 
have r ecei \·ed from the British Government the stamps seized by the 
British Naval Authority, during the war, from a German ship which 
\rere then being shipped to th e Liberian Government by the firm of 
J. W. vVcst of H amburg, C: ermany . This firm had in 1914, previous 
to the outbreak of th e great European War, entered into an agreement 
with the Liberian r.ovcrnment for the printing of a certain number 
of Postage Stamps. It was these stamps that were thus seizrd. '' 
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Fiqure I. Two typical Liberian CTO cancellations from the 1920's. These cancellations are re
ferred to by Rogers' as Type XI. The left stamp is Scott #212 cancelled by a Robertsport Type XI 
CTO marking . The right stamp is Seott # 226 with a Buchanan CTO cancellation datelined 23.V.24. 

The stamps involved were obviously Scott # 's 183-194 and 0116-0126. It is 
possible that F20-·F24 were also involved and that the 195-208 issue ( # 183-
194 overprinted " 1921 ") was done on stamps that had been seized. Certainly 
the overprinted stamps themselves were not among the seized items. We do 
know from the Table of Post Office Receipts and Disbursements for the Fiscal 
year 1921-1922 (Appendix I ) that the actual face value of the stamps seized 
by the British in 1915 was $39,900. W e also know that Scott # 's 209-213 
"·ere not involved, for President King continued his r eport, 

" I am pleased to report that the issues of Centennial stamps which the 
late Postmaster General Fuller, with my approval, ordered printed 
have just arrived. On these stamps are engraved in beautiful and 
attractive colors a representation of the landing of the pioneer fathers 
on these shores. They are of one cent, two cents, five cents, ten cents, 
and one dollar values.'' 

By examination of the watermarks etc. we know that this Centennial issue 
(Scott #209-213 ) as well as the subsequent Scott #214-227 issue were printed 
in Germany by the Reichsdruckerci, as were the Scott F30-35 issue. All of 
these Reichsdruckerei printed issues, and their official overprints, are most 
commonly found with CTO postmarks, such as those in Figure 1. This cancel
lation, or similar variants (referred to a Type XI in the Rogers ' Handbook, 
A Century of Liberian Philately ) is known from all five major Liberian P ost 
Offices, and probably all the minor post offices as well, from approximately 1915 
through the late 1940 's. In some cases, the markings are also known into the 
1950 's. On the Reichsdruckerei issues of the 1920 's, I have found this type 
of CTO in association with the major offices of Monrovia, Harper, Buchanan, 
Greenville, and Robertsport. Among the smaller towns, I have seen River 
Cess and Marshall with this style CTO. 

In his speech of December 22, 1927, Liberian President, C. D. B. King 
refers to the Reichsdruckerei issues and one of the reasons for changing the 
printing contract: 

338 

" While there has also been a considerable increase in the number of 
letters and parcels despatched from this country to foreign parts dur
ing the past year, yet, the sales of stamps have not been commensurate 
with the quantities of letters and parcels despatched. 
This fact indicates that there is existing some source other than the 
Post Offices from which stamps are procurable. To remedy this condi
tion the Government has had printed and engraved in the United 
States of America a new and complete set of Postal and Revenue 
stamps by the American Bank Note Company, a most reliable and 
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trustworthy company of lithographers. By the terms of the arrange
ments entered into between the Company and the Government suitable 
provisions have been made to secure these stamps from getting into 
the hands of the general public or stamp dealers in America or Europe 
other than by and through the Liberian Government. The old stamps 
the being called in to be exchanged for thr new issues; beginning 
from the 1st of Januar~r 1928 none of the old stamps will be accepted 
for postage on letters, parcels and papers at any of the County or 
Rural Post Offices of the Republic. 
The amount of cash realized from the sale of Postage Stamps for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1927 and deposited in the Bank of 
British West Africa was F IVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
FIFTY DOLLARS AND FORTY-SEVEN CE TS.'' 

Thus ended the Reichsdruckerei issues. 

CTO vs Genuine-General Characteristics 

In examining the genuine vs. the OTO cancel of foberia, casual observation 
indicates that the same postal cancell ation is used. This is not true. The two 
types of cancellation differ both in size and placement of the individual letters 
in the marking. W ere full complete bold cancellations of both to be laid to
gether, it would be relatively clear that the postal hammers used to make thr 
cnncellations differed on a number of points. 

Figure 2. A registered cover with Scott # 0146 tied by a black 31 mm . Monrovia Type XI cancel 
datelined 2-Vll.25. The cover is backstamped with a black oval REGISTERED/lb JY 25/PLY
MOUTH marking . Superimposed in the lower left corner of the cover is a Scott # 0148 with a 
29 1/2m m. Monrovia CTO cancel datelined 28.IX.23. The CTO cancel is somewhat grey ish and the 
stamp has full orig inal gum . These two cancels are easily d isti ngu ished from one another. 

An illustration of the differences between a OTO and a genuine l\Ionrovia 
cancellation shows a typical OTO cancellation along with a registered coyer 
with a bold strike of the same type, but clearly different cancel, Figure 2. 
The postally used strike is larger ( 31 mm. vs. 291/2 mm.), the letters are dif
ferently shaped and there is a break in the top straight line of the postal cancel 

339 

-



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATELTST, YOL. 53, XO. 6 

Figu re 3. The left st amp (Scott # 134 ) is cance lled by an oi ly C TO strike showing co nsid e ra ble 
migrat io n o f ink away fro m t he lines of t he ca ncel. The righ t stam p (Scott # 190 ) is ca nce ll e d by 
a Gree nvill e CTO ma rking . Typ ica lly , it is lig htly struck showin g nume rous breaks in t he lines . 
Both stamps exhib it t he usua l placem e nt of Libe rian CTO ca nce ls with only a bo ut 50% of t he 
ca nce l falli ng on e ach st a mp. 

\\·hi ch is a consbrn t chai-aeterist ic of this part icular 1H1mme1·. Jn ac1\1 ition to 
th r posta l ca ncel he1·r T haYe seen at least fiyc other Type XI cancels used on 
f'O\·er from lVIom·o\·ia- all being distinctl:· d ifferent from one anot her. Sc\·cn1l 
of th ese mor e closel:· resembl e the C'r O lrnmmer, hut e<ich can lw <l ist in gnishccl . 

Bcfo1:e exa min ing the genera l charncterist ic d ifferences , it \\·ould be appro
])l' iatc to note t hat t here is one t.\·1w of CT O c1111cel l11t io11 that is qu ite \lifficult 
to protect . Luckil~- it is rare. That is the CTO appl i<·d on 11 sheet of stamps 
taken h:· a <lcaler or coll ector to the Liberian post officp in quest ion and <ictuall:· 
f' mwell ccl on the spot. Such do exist, p r imal'il :· being recogn ized h.\· the fact 
t hat t h e~· st ill ha\·e gum oi1 the back, but this \\"<JS not the tnJical \ray of creat
in g a Liberia n C' TO, most of whi ch proha hl ~- ne\·e 1· passed \r ithin the borders 
of the country. 

In exam in ing the CTO strikes on thr fohe1·ia n Rciehsdrueke rei issues the 
foll mri ng characteristics stand ou t (some of cou rse ap11l:· to all T~i hrr i an CTO 's 
~rncl some to CTO 's any,\·herc in the world ) : 

1. 'r he stamps haw gum on the hack. 
2. The cancel is positioned differentl:· 011 tlw stamp. ·w ith the exception 

of the lar ge-size dollar Yalues in the Reichsdrnckcrci issues, th e cancell ations 
are usually one-half or Jess on the stamp . It is rare in fact to see 75' o 01· 

more of tlw cancel struck on Scott # 's 183-208 and their col'l'esponcling official 
on•1· p rints. In the largr-size Reichsclruckcl'ei emission , the stamp is sufficientl:· 
large that a substantia l nnrnher of CTO strikes fal l complctcl:- 0 1· almost 
<'O rn pletely on the stamp. 

3. The CTO cancels luwe on!:· been obscned in black or grc:·-bl<ick and it 
is not helie\Wl that an.\· oth e1· <'Olors \rcre used . Further the ink seems rather 
oi l~·, with some migr ation of ink m1·<i.'· from t- hc lines, rcsul h ng in hlurr:· lines, 
letters, etc. 

4. The CTO ca ncell ation is usuall:· l ightl:- but cYen l ~- struck, especially 
on th e 1921 issues (Scott # 183-19..J. and 195-208 ) . 'l'here arc often man:· 
breaks in all Jet te1·s and lin es in the cancel. I n part, these breaks result from 
the fact that these stamps are l' ngnwecl wlwrras the later issnes (209-213, 21..J.-
227 , F 30-'3-±, 0141-154) are li thogrnphetl . 

Tra<' in gs of the <'a ncPll ations ~ll'e usua ll:· adequate for the iden t ificat ion 
of specifi c hammers. These shmr the diameter, the relatiYe posit ion of the town 
na me to the cou ntl·:· namP, the spacin gs of t he letters and the shnpcs of indi\·i
dna l letters, pa r t icularl:· the E 's and A's. 

A secornl objection to nsing the breaks in identificat ion is tlw fact that 
on 1:- a portion of the CTO strike is norm all :· found on the stamp 11 nd th is may 
not be the portion of the strike \\· ith a dist inguish in g break. Fnrther. these 
st r ikes tell(] to he so lightl:· strn<'k that is is frequently impossibl e to read ewn 
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Figure 4 . Scott # 184 t ied to cover by a black 291/i mm . Type XI cancel from Harper date d 
12.111.26. This ca ncel is the authors' sub-type PU -A (see Appendices II and Ill for more informa 
t ion). The cancel is lightly but evenly struck with about 80% falling on the stamp . 

thr to\\·n 01· <lnte, although use of' the ultra Yiolcl lamp som etim es brings out 
11101·0 of the infol'mat ion . 

5. Th r difficult~· in l'eading the tlatr or town. of course, makrs it partir-
11larl,,- rl iffi rult to chrck t lw CTO rancd. As notrcl, in a numher of to\\·ns, a 
Ynrict~· of )lostall~' nsccl 1,,·pcs of rn nccllati on arc knmrn on thr Heichsc1n1ckrrri 
issues, man» of wl1irh ;nr s imil a r. l•'urthel', thr htraks aml distingu ish ing 
rharacteristirs " ·onld olh ionsl .'· hr diffrl'rnt if you attempted to comparr a fa in t 
strike of onr tmrn \rith a genui ne strike of a d ifferr nt town . 

6. Tntcinp: studirs of the CTO cancels inclicatr that on l.'· t\\·o differrnt 
hammers for <'ach to"·n \\·c1·r used on the CTO 's. Thus fa r the on! .'· exceptions 
arc Ri \'('l' Crss and l\ larshall, "·hc1·r f ha,·c on]~r sren one typr fo r each. This 
r011l d be dnr to a lack ol' d;1t11 tlmring frolll the seeming scarcity of' thcsr towns 
used as CTO markings. For thr other tmrns both CTO ham1ncrs al'e used 
indiscl'iminatel.'· on both thr e11gran'd and tJ1e late1· lithogniphrd issnrs. Again , 
RiYer Crss is an excrption in that I haYe not ~· rt i·ecorckd a C'TO usrd on any 
of the largrr sizr lithogn1phrc1 issues of 1923. 

7. 1\ ll thr CTO ranrr ls measn1·r \'Cl'~- closel.'· to :291/2 111111 i11 dirn11rtc1: . 
B~- comparison thr postal cancellations sho\\· tlw f'ollo\\·ing clrnn1cterist ics: 
1. Th r stmnp will Pithcl' lw frer of gum 01· it is on a co,·e 1· or piece. 

\Vhilr CTO 's on piecr al'e knmrn to philatrlists, thrre an' not character ist ics 
of thr l ,ihrrian CTO operation. 

2. Dul'ing the prrio<l of tlwi1 ll'gal postal use , tlw Rt'iehsdrnckerri sta1111)s 
;11·<· n I most· allrnys srrn with the rancrl quite \\·rll eentrrr(l on the stamp. It 
is as though the postal. pmployees had been instrnctr<l to neatr sockcd-on-thC'-
11 osr rancdlations. In somr cases, rspeciall~- " ·hen onl:· a single stamp is used 
011 thr ro,·01·, the cancpllation is rntin'l." on the stamp \\·ith thr n •sn lt that l 
haYe sren CO\'('J'S with the stamp or stamps not tied. Jn Librrian philatel:-, the 
lark of n tie on thr cowr has not hern a clrnrnetrl'istie assoriatrd with thr 
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Figure 5. S<:ott #219 cancelled by a 31 mm . magenta Buchanan Type XI dated 13.111.24. The 
cover is backstamped in Plymouth (4/26/24) and Chicago (5/ 10/24). The stamp is not tied by 
the Buchanan cancel although it is just barely tied by an unusual (for this period) boxed registered 
marking also in magenta. The crossed crayon markings in blue are typ ical of many but not all 
Liberian registered covers in the 1920's. 

addition of a stamp to the cover, but conversely with legit imate use. 
3. The genuine cancellations are known in blue and magenta as well as 

black. The grey-black is not likely to be found with the genuine cancel and 
the only occasionally has an oily appearance. 

4. The genuine strikes tend to be clearer than the OTO 's. However, the 
postally used cancellations also often show many breaks in the lines and letters. 
There is sometimes an uneven character to the strike, with part of the cancella
tion bold and part light, etc. 

5. The date of the cancel should preceed January 1, 1928. As President 
0. D. B. K ing noted in his December 22, 1927 speech found in the State Papers 
of Liberia and earlier cited, " ... beginning from the 1st of J anuary 1928, 
none of the old stamps will be accepted for postage . .. '' \Vl1ile it is true that 
illegal late use of demonetized stamps are known in most countries, and may 
well have occurred in Liberia as well, it would be most advisable to reject any 
late cancel of the Reichsdruckerei issues that is not otherwise authenticated, 
i.e. on an acceptable cover. 

6. W hile at least one genuine hammer is associated with each of the seven 
postoffices associated with the OTO Reichsdruckerei issues, at least five of them 
are known with two or more genuine hammers. At least six genuine hammers 
are known from Monrovia in this period, which is the most I have recorded. 
There are four from Buchanan and two from Harper, Greenville and Marshall. 

7. Most of the postally used cancellations are also 291/2mm in size. How
ever, there is also a 31mm size recorded from Monrovia, Buchanan, Harper, 
Greenville and River Oess. No such size is found on OTO 's. 

As with many demonetized issues around the world, uses after demonetiza
tion of the Reichsdru ckerei issues are known. Those in the early 1930 's are 
not common and probably represent the ignorance of the post office cleric 
H owever, after 1935, and particularly in the 1950 's, almost all use of these 
demonetized issues is the result of philatelic interference and the stamps, even 
on cover, can only detract from the serious collection. 
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To date it has not proved practicable to individually date each of the CTO 
strikes. In fact, it is quite possible that the dating would prove meaningless. 
On the other hand, a considerable amount of knowledge about the general dat
ing patterns of the CTO strikes is available and is useful in identifying the 
CTO from the genuine cancellation. 

Dating of the CTO Cancels 

1921 issues 
Most dates fall in 1921 and 1922 
A few dates are recorded in 1923, 1924, and 1925 
No dates have been reported in 1926 and 1927 
209-213 
Most cancels are known in 1923 
A few are reported in 1924, 1925, and 1926 
None are recorded in 1927 
2141227, FB0-35, 0141-154 
1923, 1924, 1925 dates are common 
1926 is scarce 
1927 use is not known 

This brief summary suggests that any 1927 date would be postally used 
while the 1926 dates are quite likely to be postal uses if found on the 1921 
issues. The odds favor the postally used in 1926 strikes but each needs to be 
checked out carefully. 

While it is clear that the experienced Liberia collector can fairly rapidly 
sort postally used from CTO 's on the basis of size, appearance, color etc. it is 
also clear that the detailed analysis of tracings can help. The serious collector 
will find them useful, and in some cases probably essential, in order to study 
and identify postally use<l items. 

Figure 6. Scott # 209 cancelled by a postal Monrovia Type XI , subtype PU -C , ca ncel . The date 
of 10.V.23 is t he earli est reco rd ed for t his sub-t ype . La t er dates (a s in Figure 2) show a definite 
break in the straight li ne a bove th e d ay-mont h position in the datel ine . 

The importance of the tracing technique can be found in Figure 6, which 
shows Scott #209. This stamp is common and can be found by the bundle 
with cancellations not too much different from the one illustrated. 'Unused it 
is scarce and actually postally used, it is extremely elusive. The cancellation 
used on this illustrated stamp I have seen used from 10 V. 23 to 10. IX 26. 
I have not seen any CTO cancels that closely resemble it. If it were not for 
the additional hint of a bit of paper stuck to the back (presumably from re
moval from the envelope) with a portion providing us with the words reading 
" ... nt, Libe ... / ... STER-GENERAL." nearly any collector would have pass
ed over this item without anything more than the most casual of glances. Ob
viuosly, a great Liberian rarity would have been missed. 
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Appendix I 

Table of Post Office Receipts and Disbursements for th e Fiscal Year 
] 921-1922 

RECEIP'l'S 

Balance from last fiscal vear 
Stamps receiYed from tl~e British C:m·crnment " ·hi ch 
\\·ere captured by said GoYernment in the yea r 1915 
Stamps from Postmasters and Stamp Agents 
Cash from Postmasters and Stamp Agents 
Cash for stamps sold b:· the Post1rn1stcr Gcncr::il 
Cash for registr::ition of news papers 
Cash for rent of lock boxes 
Cash for com·eyance of passengers ashore in mail boat 

DTSBURSEMEN'l'S 

Stamps to Postmasters and Stamp Agents 
Stamps to Departm ents for postages 
Cash paid on account salaries 
Cash paid on account mail conveyance 
Cash paid account expenses 
Cash paid account commission to Postmasters 
and Stamp Agents 
Cash paid account stationer:· and supplies 
Cash paid account rent Harper Post Office 
Cash paid account indebtedness on Money Orders, U.S.A. 

Balance on hand in cash and stamps 

Appendix II 

Distinguishing F eatures of the Type XI Cancellations 
All cancels about 29llz mm. unless otherwise noted. 

*81,9 3.H 

39,900.00 
5,8fi6 .59 
5,856.59 

635.66 
10.00 
96.82 

-t..92 

129,131.75 

7,62-1:.63 
l-t.3.51 

7,807.3fi 
1,973.08 

832.07 

832.77 
20.16 

224.00 
979.38 

20,480.95 
108, 650.00 

129,130.95 

BUCHANAN - Two CTO cancellations (CTO-A and CTO-B ) and fom post
all:v used (Pl'-A, YC-B , Pl>C, and PU-D ). The areas enclosed b:· the cuncd 
lines below BUCHANAN and above LIBBlUA are smaller in CTO-A than in 
CTO-B, PU-A, PU-C, or PU-D. 'l'hc letters are taller in CTO-A than in 
CTO-B. CTO-B is distinguished from PU-A by the high bars in the A 's of 
BUCHANAN. CTO-B close!:' resembles P U-B in the position of letters but 
the bar of the H is high er in PU-B . PU-C is the distinetiYe 31mm size. The 
spacing of the letters is different from all others for PU-D and the final N in 
BUCHANAN is wider in P U-D than in CTO-B. 
GREENVILLE - T'rn CTO cancellations (CTO-A and C'l'O-B) and two 
postally used (PC-A and PU-B ) . The area enclosed b:' the curved line abo,·e 
LIBERIA is smaller in CTO-A than in CTO-B. The three parallel lines in 
the E of GREENVILLE are all the same length in CTO-A. In CTO-B the 
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BUCHANAN 

10. v. 24 

c 1'0 - r\. CTO- B PU- A 

~~41:, ,«> ~ \ 
~ / ' 

I . . 8- ,,, 23 I . 
J I 

\ - :;g \ / 
\, ' I, - : \ {' 

~ • 1 : ~ 

PU- B ?U - C PU - D 

c·ro-A CTO- B 

;>~J - A 

Tra cings of Cancelled to Order {CTO) and Postally Used (PU) Type XI Cancellations . 
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,1,UI li.OVI A 

C'L'O- A C'rO- B PU- A 

\ 

PU- R PU- C PU- D 

PU- i PU- F 

c 1'0- T3 .dJ- A 
Tracings of Cancelled to Order ( CTO) and Post ally Used (PU) Type XI Cancellations. 
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}Li.rt PER 

CTO-A CTO- B 

-5. I. 26 

PU- A PU- B 

JVii\RSHA.Lli 

/ 
~"-"' i ~,,''I . 
~~("" 

12 XII '2B 

~ 
CTO- A PU-B 

RI VER CESS 

C'l'O- A PU-A 
Trac ings of Cancelled to Order (CTO) and Postally Used (PU) Type XI Cancellat ions. 
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middle lin e is shorter than the other two. Ca ncel P U-B is 31mm and e::isil.\· 
distinguished from the 291/2rnm CTO-A , CTO-B, and P U-A. BU-A differs 
from CTO-A in the letter spacing in LIBERIA and the area enclosed b.\· the 
cun-ed line abO\·c LIBERTA is larger in PTT-A . The letter spacing in P U-A 
is Yer.\· similar to CTO-B except in the placement of the J.J, R., nncl T in I1I
BERIA. Th e letters sec' 111 to be slightl.\· smaller in PU-A. 
HARPER - T'rn C'TO r1mcellations (CTO-A ancl CTO-B) nml two postal].\· 
used (P U-A 11 nd PCB ) . The hrn parallel lin es enclosin g the (]ate arc l/ 2mm 
\\"icler in CTO-A than in CTO-B. Th e H in HARPER is " ·ider in CTO-B 
than in PF-A. Th e placement of the letters in J.JIBERIA is quite clifferent 
between CTO-A and CTO-B. P U-B is the (listincti,·e 31 mm size. 
M.ARSHALL - One CTO ca ncellation (CTO-A ) and t \\·o posta lly used (P U-A 
and PU-B ). PU-B ca n be easil.\· distinguished from either P U-A or CTO-A 
because th e centeL" parallel bars ::ire lmm \\·ider. Th ere is a difference in the 
spacing of the lctteL"s in LIBERIA bet\Yeen CTO-A and P1; -A. rrhe bar in both 
A's of lVfARSHALl, is higher in P U-A than in CTO-A. 
Jl!f.ONROVIA - '1\rn CTO cancell ations (CTO-A and C'TO-B ) an(l six postally 
used (P1--A, P U-B, P U-C, P U-D, P"C-E , ::i nd PU-F' ) . The lettering is more 
\\·idel.\' spaced in C'l'O-A than in C'l'O-B . P U-C is the 31mm size. Th e other 
fo·c postal markings all ha,·c at least slight differences in spacin g of the letter
ing. 1'h r lctte1·ing in P-A , P U-B , and PU"D is mol'e elosel.\· spaced than 
C'.T0-1\ for both :MONROVIA and LIBERIA. Th ere ::i r e signi fi can t differences 
in the spacings of the letters in J.JIBERTA in compar ing CTO-A to PU-E and 
P U-F. The bars in th e A 's arc 10\Ycr than eith eL" PU-E 01· PU-F. The letters 
in C'I'O-B ::ire more close].\· spaced tlrnn P U-A, P U-B, PU-B or P U-F. The 
spacin g of th e Jctte1·s in LIBERIA is \\"iclel' in CTO-B than in P U-D. Thes;: 
differences can onl_\- be easil.\' seen \\·ith the aid of tracings in many cases. 
RTVER C'ESS - One C'l'O cancellation (CTO-A ) and one postally used 
(PTT-A ). PF-A is the 31mm size and it is easil.\' distin guished from th e 
29lj2mm CTO-A. 
ROBERTSPORT - T\\"o CTO cancellations (CTO-A and CTO-B ) and one 
postalJ ,,· used (PTT-A ) . 'I'ra cin gs sho\\· man.\· differences in the alignment of 
letters in comparing CTO-A \\'ith CTO-B . The I is Yc1·,v close to the L in 
LIBERIA in CTO-A. Th e l::ist R in ROBERTSPOR'I' is wider in CTO-A and 
th e leg of th e R is less angled than in CTO-B. The spacing· of the letters in 
PU-A differs from either CTO-A or CTO-B. 

Appendix III 

P eriods of rse for Postnll .' · Fsrd T~·pc XI Cm1cellat.ions in th e 1920 's 

Buchanan 
PU-A 
PU-B 
PTT-C 
PTT-D 

7-IX.l 8 to 2-IX.22 
15.IV.21 to 8. TIT.23 
13.III.24 
Fi.XT.30 

Greem·ill e 
PC-A 2-.XII.2fi to 21.VTT.30 
P TT -B 13.V.2+ 

Harper 
Pl'-A 
PG-B 
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11.I.20 to 25.lII.26 
-2.Y.2+ to 12.IX.29 

"?\Iarshall 
PTT-A 13.X.25 to 1 G.ITT.26 
PCB J 2.XII.28 
l\'Ionrovia 
PC-A 22.IV.15 to -8. IV.23 
Pl --B 15.I.21 to 26.VIII.2+ 
PU-C 10.V.23 to 10.IX.26 
P U-D 30.I.25 to 25.VI.30 
PF-B 20.VI.27 to 10.IV.28 
Pl--F -9.XIT.29 to -6.VII. 31 
River Cess 
PU-A 13.VIII.2.J. to 10.I.20 
Robertsport 
FT-A 12.VI.21 to 12.lI.30 




