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The period of use of the Public Herald “seals” is in the middle of the peak use pe-
riod of the typeset (Scott LOX numbered) seals. All of the seals seen so far (except for
the Pomona) are from fourth-class post offices at the time.

From this point on,
the discussion is merely

coqjecture on my part. ”31""“':"-.”‘
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from the Morrill Broth-
ers or the Lemoyne Sup-
ply Company for their
typeset seals. Also on
his desk would be the
pile of mailing labels for his postmaster customers. In a moment of insight he decided
that these would make perfectly acceptable seals and, at the same time, provide a bit
of free advertising in the process.

Supporting this hypothesis, there is a slightly smoking gun found in the January
1891 issue of The Agents’ Herald (Figure 10). The ad is for gummed labels. The ex-
ample seals shown at the bottom of the advertisement are quite like those used on
mail five years later.

The above advertisement is a strong statement that Smith was moving towards
some sort of official seal for fourth-class post offices based on the mailing labels. The
final story on the Public Herald seals is still filled with conjecture, waiting for conclu-
sive evidence that Smith offered them to postmasters. Can you help?

Figure 10. Lum Smith ad for labels.

Endnotes

1. Who can believe a town named “You Bet”? But it is for real, and there must be a great

story behind the name. The Nevada County, California, post office was open from 1868

to 1903.

From the Bruce Mosher collection.

3. The exception to this is the usage in the Pomona post office, but that is another story that
I will tell at some point—the Pomona provisional seal.

4. Kotanchik, J., “Morrill Brothers Printers,” The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 87, No. 4,
July-August 2008.

5. Since that visit, I have located six more or less complete issues of the Public Herald and
Agents’ Herald. Unfortunately, none of them is from the period spanned by the seal us-
ages. I continue to search for additional issues.

6. New York Times, September 12, 1885: p. 3.

7. New York Times, June 30, 1885: p. 1.

8. The United States Mail 7, no. 6 (1891): 19. Why target the fourth-class postmasters? In
1899 there were over 70,000 () fourth-class post offices.

9. Unfortunately the listing for The Agents’ Herald was far down on the full-page advertise-
ment and is not visible in Figure 9.

10.Beecher, Henry W., and Anthony Wawrukiewicz, U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-1999
(Portland, Oregon: Cama Publishing Company): p. 97.
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