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President's Message: 
Reaching Out 

By Mark Banchik 

In January 2018 the Collectors Club Board of Governors approved an award of rec
ognition to be presented at World Series of Philately 
exhibitions. Currently it consists of a selected Collec
tors Club publication. 

To date, three such awards have been presented: 
at Sandical (San Diego, Calif., January 2018), Aripex 
(Mesa, Ariz., February 2018), and Sarasota National 
Stamp Exhibition (Sarasota, Fla., February 2018). 
Two additional shows have already requested them: 
Westpex (San Francisco, Calif., April 2018) and 
Philatelic Show (Boxborough, Mass., May 2018). 

Why give another award in an already crowded 
field? The CCNY Award of Recognition is bestowed 
at the total discretion of the show jury with one 
proviso: it is not a "best of," and should not go to a 
Grand or Reserve Grand exhibit. It is for "merit," as 
determined by the jury, however they choose to de
fine it. We actually encourage the recipient to re-gift 
the award if they want, knowing full well that sharing is what this is all about. 

Our first three winners were Jessica Rodriguex for her Costa Rica single-frame 
exhibit (Sandical); Gregory Shoults, for his Washington & Franklin Coils: Third Bureau 
Perforated Issue 1908 - 1922 (Sarasota); and Jon Krupnik for his 80¢ airmail exhibit 
(Aripex). Each of these exhibits is outstanding in many ways, a delight to explore and 
deserving of recognition! Note how different each exhibit is. We hope that this contin
ues with future shows. 

On May 2, our annual awards dinner, we will also recognize our CCNY single- and 
multi-frame award winners, the best program and best CCP Article for 2017 winners. Of 
course, we will also honor George Jay Kramer, this year's Lichtenstein Medal recipient. 

We will also be awarding President's Medals to Gene Fricks and Ed Grabowski for 
their years of service to the club, and for supporting the hobby over the long term. 

Our congratulations to all awardees! Q 
Keep up to date with what's happening in your club: 

www .collectorsclub.org 

Our on line resources are timely, helpful, interesting 

and informative. 

Please spend some time in exploration! 
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Editor's Notepad 
By Wayne L. Youngblood 

As I mentioned last issue, any pursuit towards achieving a greater understanding 
of the truth - of any situation - involves discussion, debate and - at times - even a bit of 
anger. On Page 137, in the letters section, I have published a single representative mis
sive, in this case objecting to publishing two rebuttals in the March-April issue to differ
ent articles published in the November-December issue. 

Without going into the details of why this was necessary, response from members 
was decidedly mixed, with some wholeheartedly approving of the additional informa
tion made available (as well as important corrections) and several who were displeased, 
primarily by the perceived tone of one of these rebuttals. 

It is not the goal, either individually or as an organization, to turn our journal into 
a ping-pong match of dissenting opinions. That's neither productive nor desirable. 
However, it should be understood that even the most thoroughly vetted articles cannot 
present the entire or, necessarily, the most accurate version of a philatelic story - particu
larly when there are many details missing. Most philatelic features - including heavily 
researched ones - involve some amount of speculation. That's part of solving a mystery. 
To think that additional material will not present itself due to that important exposure is 
fallacious. Part of experience of publishing is that it draws response - and information -
from readers; it is not, nor should it be, a sermon from the mount! 

The fact that an article gets published in a journal of record, such as The Collectors 
Club Philatelist, does not render it immune to criticism or correction. When more - or 
corrective - information is available, it should be presented as soon as possible for the 
benefit of all. 

Needless to say, what we do not wish to see is posturing or the protection of a 
perceived "turf." Please rest assured that we will do our best to make sure that material 
presented in our journal is of the highest editorial and intellectual standard, and that "at
titudes" will be kept out to the extent possible. But that doesn't mean that we won't see 
corrections and additions to material in the future. 
We Need Material 
Speaking of features, we need material. The editorial well is virtually dry, with no

where nearly enough features and articles to produce even the next issue. 

If you have something nearly ready for publication, please let me know; I'd love to 
see it! If you have an idea, please let me know, I may be able to help. 

We can even use short features on favorite or unusual stamps and covers. Your fel
low members enjoy these as well. 

We also desperately need Clubhouse reports. You'll note there is only one in this 
issue, from the Feb. 21 meeting. Including the Jan. 17 meeting report from the last issue, 
that represents only two meetings reported in our pages for the entire year to date! 

If you are able to regularly attend Club meetings, please consider volunteering 
to write a report for the journal. It not only helps us document who spoke when, but 
for those of us in the hinterlands (or "the remote outposts of philately," as John W. 
Kaufmann once told me), reports help us to vicariously attend Collectors Club meetings. 
Please consider this! [::;:] 
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choice mint NH example. 

Sold for $4,025 (February 2016) 

185112p black, a superlative example of this 

classic, widely regarded as the finest in existence. 

ex. Duveen, Dale-Lichtenstein 

Sold for $224,250 (February 2013) 

1875 2c, Sc & Be set of three trial colour die proofs. 

One of two known sets. Sold for $54,625 (October 2016) 
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4 CANADA 

1856 Red River Settlement Circular Manuscript Postmark 

one of eight or nine such covers are known to exist. Sold for $9,n5 (June 2016) 

1963 4c Cameo, coil strip imperforate 

between centre pair. The finer of the 
two known examples. 

Sold for $24,150 (October 2016) 

Always seeking specialized exhibit collections as well as individual high quality 

stamps & covers for forthcoming auctions. Expertly described, meticulously 

researched and lavishly illustrated in our award-winning catalogues. 

Single-owner catalogues are our specialty. 
Collectors Club Philatelist Volume 97, Number 3 133 



Heinrich Kohler - Competence, Tradition, Quality. 
German and International Philately since 1913 

Review 366th Heinrich Kohler-Auction · March 2018 

OUTSTANDING RESULTS 

Greek Territories, Aegean Islands 1867, Chios, 
,SAKIZ' intaglio seal tying Egypt 1 pia on cover 
Start ing Price: EUR 1.500,-
Hammer Price: EUR 8.000,-

Duchy of Brunswick, spectacular double 

rate cover via Bremen to Buffalo, USA 
Starting Price: EUR 2.500,-
Hammer Price: EUR 8.500,-



' -FRO M 

C/ o 

12 

Lithuania 1935, LITUANICA II SOc. on cover. 
Starting Price: EUR 600,-
Hammer Price: EUR 2.800,-

Turkey 1867, unissued Postage 
Due 25 ghr. light brown. 
Starting Price: EUR 2.000,
Hammer Price: EUR 8.500,-

Bavaria 1853, 9 Kr. (2) on partly prepaid cover via France to Dutch East Indies. 
Starting Price: EUR 8.000,- I Hammer Price: EUR 19.000,-

German Colonies, Kiautschou 1905, 1 Y, $ with 
rare perforation 25:16, unused. 
Starting Price: EUR 10.000,-
Hammer Price: EUR 16.000,-

Hanover. spectacular cover via Triest to Calcutta 
Starting Price: EUR 5.000,-
Hammer Price: EUR 14.000,-

Consign now to our autumn auction! 
367ch auction I 25-29 September 2018 in Wiesbaden I Latest date for consignments 15 July 2018 

Please contact our philatelic experts Michael Hilbertz and Tobias Huylmans or our managing director Dieter Michelson 



We are always looking for 

• Rare stamps worldwide 

• Covers before 1950 of all areas 

• Specialized collections 

• Thematic collections - all topics 

• Picture postcards 

• Complete estates 

• All types of coins 

• Banknotes 

• Large accumulations and dealer stocks 

Take advantage of 

• International public auctions 3 times a year 

• Discreet & high-quality advice from 
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• Free appraisals 

• Prompt and reliable processing 

• Free pick-up service at your home for 
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Official Auctioneer 

WORLD STAMP EXHIBITION 

PRACA 

2015 
www.praga2018.cz 

Christoph Gartner 

June 5 - 6, 2018 /banknotes & coins 

June 11 - 15, 2018 /philately & picture postcards 

41'1 AUCTION 
SPECIAL AUCTION PRAGA 2018 
August 16 - 17, 2018 /international rarities 

Closing date for consignments: June 15, 2018 
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The Post Bag: 
Letters to the Editor 

Thank You! 
Just a short note to say "Thank You" to 

you and to Al Kugel for his article, "1918-
The Fifth War Year." 

It was a good article, which added some 
nuances to older partial info. 

Joe, 

Joe Napp 
via email 

Thank you very much for the kudos, 
which - of course - belong to Al. His work in 
this area has been fascinating indeed. 

- Wayne 

Feedback on Rebuttals 
I did not like the rebuttal articles by Gary 

Granzow and Ken Lawrence in the least. 
They say more about the authors than the 
people they ran down. 

Granzow' s at least had a professional 
tone and contained real issues as well as 
nitpicks. I merely wonder why he could not 
have effected a correction before Part II came 
out. 

Lawrence's hatchet job was offensive, 
bearing no pretense of good will or profes
sionalism. Its publication should not have 
occurred. 

This sort of thing is unseemly and has 
no place in a respected journal. "Lang is 
wrong about almost everything." That is one 
of many whines, including his slam at CCP 
editing on Page 87. I certainly have no inter
est in reading an article by anyone who says 
that. Perhaps Lang is wrong, but Lawrence 
has convinced me his articles are not worth 
reading. Such disrespect runs Lawrence 
down much more than his target. 

Please stop this pseudo-academic non
sense. Let's stick to articles that have been 

vetted and are expressed in a tone worthy of 
a professional journal. 

Bob Boyd 
via email 

Bob, thank you for your email. It is rep
resentative of a number I received - both pro 
and con - regarding the pieces you reference. 
I've chosen your letter to respond to because 
you mention both pieces. 

I can assure you, while I do not shy away 
from controversy, it is not my intent to ever 
run gratuitous attacks between CCNY mem
bers in this journal. We will not turn the CCP 
into one long argument. 

However, to mention a couple of specif
ics regarding last issue: Both Lawrence's and 
Granzow's pieces were completely and thor
oughly edited and, while Lawrence may have 
sounded a bit harsh, his research and conclu
sions are, indeed, accurate. 

Similarly, Granzow had valid concerns 
regarding the Jablon piece (which had unfor
tunately been split into two parts). He could 
not have responded sooner. The fact that both 
occurred in the same issue was an unfortunate 
coincidence. 

As mentioned, I do not wish to run gratu
itous attacks as cheap editorial material. It is 
neither productive nor professional. However, 
members' prose is not set in stone once set in 
type. When something that has been published 
in the CCP is inaccurate or misleading (as 
both pieces - as originally published - were), 
that information must be corrected if at all 
possible, and as soon as possible. That is what 
has been done in each of these instances. 

You will almost certainly see much less of 
this in the future. 

I will, however, never block publication of 
clarifications or corrections, as CCP stands as 
a journal of record. 

- Wayne 
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I 
The Era of the French Colonial Allegorical Group Type: 
New Caledonia - Datestamps Lacking Village Names 

By Edward Grabowski 

Throughout the era of the French Colonial Group Type (1892-1915, typically), indi
vidual colonies were allowed to create local solutions to local problems. Reunion chose 
to use the then-current postage due stamps for local mail when a shortage of Group 
Type stamps developed in late 1900.1 Guadeloupe, faced with a similar situation at about 
the same time, chose prepayment of local mail in cash.2 The French Sudanese village of 
Gaoua used bisects of the 20 centime stamps when there was a shortage of the key lOc 
stamps in March of 1908.3 Possibly the most significant example of this was in Madagas
car. In 1901 it was recognized that new post offices were being opened within the colony 
at such a rapid rate that it was not possible to provide them with datestamps in a timely 
manner. A set of numeral datestamps was created, and used provisionally from the new 
offices until proper datestamps arrived from Paris. This system was so successful that it 
continued in use for almost 40 years.4 I have written articles on all of these occurrences, 
documenting the situations with material from my Group Type Era collection. With a 
significant amount of material from each of these areas, I have been able to come to a 
better understanding of these occurrences than was previously possible from the limited 
literature that had been published. 

Sometimes the occurrences are not as important as those previously noted, and 
remain in the realm of curiosities. One that has come to my attention is the fact that we 
occasionally see Group Type mail from the French Colony of New Caledonia employing 
datestamps without town names, henceforth designated as "mute" cancels. I have four 
examples relating to this observation and Alain Millet, the world specialist in the colony 
of New Caledonia, also shows four examples in his collection posted on the ISSUU (blog 
and personal publishing) website,5 found at: https://issuu.com/codaxa. I think it is an 
appropriate time to document this matter, and suggest thoughts on why this occurred 
in this colony. Of note, this issue is not mentioned in the Bertrand Sinais - Guy Venot 
catalog of French Oceania and New Caledonia cancels published in 1989.6 

*N.C. POSTES* Mute Cancels 
The earliest example of this cancel during the Group Type era is shown in Figure 1. 

/ 

The letter was posted at 
the 25 centime (hereafter 
25c) intervillage rate - a 
rate that was typically 15c 
in the other French Colo
nies, but uniquely 25c in 
New Caledonia until Jan. 
1, 1899. It is franked with 
lOc and 15c Group Type 
stamps, and tied by the 

Figure 1: Earliest recorded example 
of the *N.C. POSTES* mute cancel 
used on the Group Type with a Nou
mea transit of July 27, 1896. 

l 
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Figure 2: Letter to Denmark with fully dot
ted *N.C. POSTES* cancellation. (Millet 

collection). 

cancellation, which consists of a 
solid outer ring and a dotted in
ner ring. No information on the 
town or date of origin is present. 
It bears a Noumea arrival date
stamp from July 27, 1896, which 
establishes the period of use. 
The cancellation is quite crude 
in nature. There are two other 
examples of a similar cancel 
in the Millet collection which 
show both dotted inner and 
outer rings in the cancellation.5 

The first, shown in Figure 2, is franked at the 25c overseas rate to Denmark, an unusual 

destination for New Caledonia mail. The mute cancel is not well struck. The reverse 

bears a Noumea transit of Dec. 17, 1897, and an arrival in Denmark on Feb. 1, 1898. The 

last example of this cancel, which is not shown, is franked at the 25c rate to France, with 

a Noumea transit of Feb. 10, 1898, and a Paris arrival of April 2, 1898. There is no indica

tion of the village(s) of origin of any of these covers. 

*N11E CALEDONIE* Mute Cancel 23 mm 
The second of the mute cancels is shown on the letter in Figure 3. Both the 12 mm in

ner and 23 mm outer rings are solid, and the center indicates that the letter was posted 

on May 20, 1898. The addressee, Monsieur Saint George, was an established merchant 

in the colony, and much mail is known to him. It is also franked at the 25c intervillage 

rate, and bears a Nou-
mea arrival from May 
23, 1898. No indication 
of the village of origin is 
present. The transit time 
is unlikely to give any 
sense of the village of 
origin. New Caledonia 
is a mountainous island, 
and most of the villages 
are located on the coast. 
Roads were minimal at 
the time, and much of 
the transit amongst the 
villages was via a local 
packet service. Thus, the 

Figure 3: Solid double-ringed 
23 mm mute cancel with date. 

t· · I i ' ; 

' .... ,. . 

) 
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time between posting and arrival of a cover reflects two variables: the time of posting 
of the cover relative to the local packet schedule, and the actual transit time. This is the 
only example of the solid double-ringed mute cancel that I have seen. 

NLLE CALEDONIE Mute Cancel 21 mm 
The final mute cancel shows no stars on either side of the colony' s name and is of 

I 

Figure 4: Small-format mute cancel on a registered local letter with revalued 
Jubilee overprints. 

the smaller 21 mm format 
with a dotted inner ring 
and solid outer ring. It is 
seen both in black and blue 
inks. There are three cov
ers illustrating this type 
of mute cancel, with the 
more unusual two shown 
herein. The first, shown 
in Figure 4, was posted 
at the 40c local registered 
rate (15c postage plus 25c 
registration) employing 
four of the 1903 Jubilee 
overprints on the 15c gray 
Group Type stamp, which 
had been revalued to lOc 
in 1904. These are difficult 

stamps to find properly used on any cover. This cover was posted on June 8, 1905, and 
arrived at its destination in Noumea on June 16, 1905. With more than a week of transit 
time, this definitely reflects the local packet schedule and transit time. The second 
cover employing this mute cancel is shown in Figure 5, and is from the Millet collec
tion. It was posted at the double registered overseas rate (50c postage for 15-30 grams 
weight plus 25c registration) on Oct. 31, 1905, via Noumea (Nov. 5, 1905) and Rome 
(Dec. 23, 1905), arriving 
in Leipzig on Christmas 
Day. It is to the Brothers 
Senf, so some may ques
tion whether this cover is 
philatelic in nature. With 
a correct rate, a great 
routing through Rome 
and the general lack of 
mail from New Caledo
nia to Germany, I con
sider it a piece worthy of 
note. The final cover in 
this group was posted on 
Jan. 18, 1905, at the 15c 
French Community rate 
to France, arriving on 
March 7, 1905, and is not 
shown. 

Figure 5: Small-format 21 mm mute cancel (Millet collection). 
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Musings on Mute Cancel Use 
With so few examples of the use of these cancels recorded to date and no existing 

literature, one can only guess about the reason(s) for their creation. The most obvious is 

that they were brought 
into use on a provi-
sional basis because 
of the lack of regular 
datestamps. This could 
reflect newly opened 
offices that had yet 
to receive their regu
lar datestamp(s), or 
damaged datestamps 
at smaller offices that 
required a quick in
terim solution. Either 
way, it was a small 
issue for New Cale
donia as compared to 
Madagascar, wherein 
dozens of new offices 
were being opened 
each year because of French expan
sion within the colony. Is there any 
material that relates to this ques
tion? I believe that the postcard 
shown in Figure 6, Figure 7 and 
Figure 8 begins to provide an an
swer to the issue at hand. Figure 6 
shows a postcard properly franked 
at the lOc rate with two Sc yellow
green Group Types from the 1900 
printing. The stamps 
are canceled by the 
last-noted 21 mm 
small format mute 
cancel in black with a 
strike of the cancel to 
the left of the stamps. 

Figure 6 top): Postcard from 
Teoudie with village and date 
inserted in cancel by manu
script. 

Figure 7 (center): Detail of 
stamp and cancellation area 
from Figure 6. 

Figure 8 (right): Picture side 
of Figure 6 postcard, showing 
the Teoudie dateline. 
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Presumably the local postal 
clerk added the manuscript 
date and village name 
(2110, 1902 and Tioudie) to 
this date stamp to complete 
it. A close-up of the stamps 
and datestamp (Figure 
7) certainly confirms the 
date, and looks reasonable 
for the village. A check 
of the picture side of the 
card, as shown in Figure La carte ci-joiote est destinee 

i Li re po nse. 8, clearly shows a dateline 
of "Teoudie 24 Sept," so an 
actual posting date of Oct. 
2 is possible. A Noumea 
transit from Oct. 5 and a 

Figure g: Postcard with marking of the cable company in the Gomen vicinity 
used as a cancellation. 

Brussels arrival in mid-No-
vember complete the package. A check of a map shows the village of Teoudie to be high 
up on the northwestern coast of New Caledonia, near Gomen. 

The Sinais-Venot book indicates that the post office at Teoudie was opened in No
vember 1902 in support of a cable station serving Australia in the Gomen area. 6 So it 
appears quite reasonable that this postcard was posted at Teoudie during the period 
2018 
May16 
June 6 
June 20 

Sept. 5 
Sept.12 

Oct. 3 
Oct. 17 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Dec. 5 

Dec. 12 

2019 
Jan. 9 
Jan. 16 
Feb. 6 
Feb. 20 

March 6 
March 20 

Collectors Club Programs 2018-19 

Hawaii Foreign Mail (2016 C of C winner) . Richard Malmgren. Honolulu. Hawaii 
Spellman Museum Night (Jeff Shapiro. Moderator) . Jeffrey Shapiro. Fayville. Mass. 
The British Post Office from Inception through to the Introduction and 

First Day Usage of the Postage Stamp. Alan Holyoake. Jersey. Channel Islands 
Mail from the U.S. to Germany before the UPU. Robert Boyd. Alexandria. Va . 
CRNA GORA: the Black Mountain (The postal history and philately of Montenegro). 

Dr. Daniel C. Warren. Gloucester Point. Va . 
KGV Profile Heads and Seahorses: a view from Nauru. Robert Stein. Buffalo. N.Y. 
Steinway Night . Theodore Steinway Chapin . New York. N.Y. 
Annual One-Frame Competition. Ed Grabowski. Westfield . N.J. 
German Inflation of 1919-1923. Jeffrey Shap iro. Fayville. Mass. 
The Era of the French Colonial Group Type: The French Pacific Colonies. 

Ed Grabowski. Westfield . N.J. 
Board of Governors' Open House 

Annual General Membership Meeting 
Building Great Collections-A Partnership. Charles Shreve. Scott Trepel. New York. N.Y. 
Smithsonian National Postal Museum Director Elliot Gruber. Washington . D.C. 
Bio-terrorism in the Mails: Government and Business Responses to the Anthrax 

Postal Attacks in September. 2001, Clifford Alexander. Washington. D.C. 
Rupert's Land and Red River Mails. Chip Gliedman. Ridgefield . Conn. 
Stamps and Early Postal History ofTonga. Douglas Mattox. Atlanta. Ga. 
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when this post office was just being organized and opened. In fact, the se,nder may have 

had to wait for the office to come into existence! It also seems reasonable that the mute 

datestamp was used provisionally from this office until the time of arrival of its official 

datestamp. Mail from this office is exceedingly rare. The Millet collection shows a Group 

Type item from this office from 1907,5 and my collection has one from 1909. So we have 

nothing from the early part of 1900 for further information. However, I can confirm the 

existence of the cable station in the Gomen area. Figure 9 shows the send portion of a 

send-reply lOc Group Type postcard that originated at that cable station to the small vil

lage of Voh in the general area. The card is actually canceled by the marking of the cable 

station: "COMPAGNIE FRAN\:AIS DES CABLES TELEGRAPHIQUES GOMEN, 3 MAI 

96." I have examples of mail processed from telegraph offices in Madagascar, Senegal 

and Benin-Dahomey, events accepted by colonial post offices because of their close as

sociation with the telegraph offices. The reverse of the card shown in Figure 8 contains a 

full message relating to an order for vegetables from a local merchant. 

This article details what I know about the use of the mute cancels. Possibly, it will 

bring forward other examples of these cancels, and their association with newly opened 

offices, or other reasons why they were used. Q 

References and Endnotes: 
E. Grabowski, "Reunion: The Use of Due Stamps in Lieu of Regular Postage for Local Mail - Update," 

Collectors Club Philatelist, 2001 , Vol. 80, pp 59-60, and references cited therein . 

E. Grabowski , "Guadeloupe: The Shortage of Low Values of the French Colonial Allegorical Group Type 

Stamps for Use on Local Mail: December 1900 - January 1901 ," 2001 , SPH Postscript, Vol 51 , pp 139-148. 

E. Grabowski , "The Gaoua Bisects of March 1908 - An Update," France & Colonies Philatelist, 1994, p 6, 

and references cited therein . 

E. Grabowski, "Gleanings from the French Colonies: Manifestations of Madagascar Numeral Cancellations 

and the French Colonial Allegorical Group Type," Collectors Club Philatelist, 2005, Vol 84, pp 369 - 371 , 

and references cited therein. 

A. Millet, https://issuu.com/codaxa. This website contains 17 different French Colonial collections at the 

time of this publication. The Millet covers noted in this article are seen at the end of the collection titled , 

"Nouvelle Caledonie Part 2." 

B. Sinais and G. Veoot, Catalogue des Obliterations des Colonies Franr;aises, Tome I, les Possessions du 

Pacifique, 1989, Editions Bertrand Sinais, France. 
Don't forget! 
Online CCNY Library information is available 

www .collectorsclub.org/the-collectors-club-library / 

Collectors Club Philatelist 

Our library is a great 

member resource! 
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The Slogan Postmarks "Viva Fernando VII" 
in the Kingdom of Guatemala 

Guillermo F. Gallegos 

In memoriam - Leo John Harris [This article was originally published in ACADEMVS No. 19 
in July 2015. ACADEMVS is the journal of the Royal Hispanic Academy of Philately and Postal 
History. We thank the organization for its consent to translate the article into English.] 

Without any doubt, among the most fascinating aspects of Central American- and 
even Latin American - postal history are the slogan postmarks made to swear loyalty to 
the Spanish King Ferdinand VII. Almost no other pre-stamp markings reflect as they do 
the convulsed years before Independence, when the traditional ideas of fidelity to Spain 
and the King clashed with the liberal and republican ideas coming from France and the 
United States. 

Despite the clear historical importance that even surpasses philatelic importance, the 
slogan postmarks of the former Kingdom of Guatemala have seldom been studied in 
philatelic literature. The only article of which I am aware that describes them, albeit 
under a Latin American context, is "The Slogan Postmarks of Latin America," written by 
Leo John Harris in the Postal History Journal of June 1981. Because of this, it has become 
necessary after almost 35 years to revisit the subject. Part of the information in this article 
is included in The Prestamp Period of El Salvador (1525-1866), but has been complemented 
with additional information and illustrations. Considering their close relationship with 
the events that caused them, before describing the markings, we will summarize their 
historical context in Spain and in Spanish America. 

Historical Context in Spain. 
The French Revolution, which began in 1789, was the start of a long global trans

formation period that ended only with the final defeat of Napoleon in 1815. After the 
execution of Louis XVI in 1793, Spain allied with the United ___ . . 
Kingdom and invaded France to overthrow its revolutionary 
government. After two years of war, Spain signed a treaty with 
France without consulting the United Kingdom, its ally. Fearing 
British reprisals in the Indies, Manuel Godoy, prime minister of 
Charles IV, immediately signed an alliance with France, which 
inevitably provoked a war with the British. 

For the following decade, Spain and France were constantly at 
war with the United Kingdom and its ally, Portugal. Napoleon's 
desire to defeat the British forced Spain into a closer alliance 
with France, which led to the battle of Trafalgar in 1805, where 
the British fleet, under Lord Nelson, destroyed the French
Spanish fleet. This battle, together with the British blockade of 
the Iberian Peninsula, practically ended the Spanish presence in 

Stamp from Spain honoring 
Charles IV. 

the Atlantic, including its communications with the Indies. The situation became so criti
cal that in 1802 the Maritime Mail service was incorporated into the Spanish Royal Fleet 
because of the lack of ships to maintain the transatlantic routes. 

In 1807 Napoleon decided to transform Spain into a French satellite state. To achieve 
this, he forced Charles IV and Godoy to sign another treaty allowing French troops to 
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cross Spain for the purpose of invading Portugal and permitting 
French troops to garrison in Spanish cities. Popular discontent 
against the French occupation provoked a revolt on March 17, 
1808, which resulted in the removal of Godoy and the abdication 
of Charles IV in favor of his son Fernando (Ferdinand VII). 

In response, the French occupied Madrid on March 23, which 
led to another uprising on May 2, which in Spain is considered 
the start of its War of Independence. Almost simultaneously, 
Ferdinand VII was forced to abdicate in favor of Jose Bonaparte, 
Napoleon's brother, who set up a liberal government subordinate 
to France. Stamp from Spain honor-

h 
ing Ferdinand VII. 

The parties against the Frenc organized in government juntas, 
which ruled free Spanish territory and considered themselves as 
guarantors of the Ferdinand VII government while he was incapable of ruling. Under 
this idea, the juntas revived the Spanish Courts, or national assembly, to define the best 
alternative to govern under these dire circumstances. The courts, which included del
egates from the Indies, started their sessions at the port of Cadiz in 1810, and drafted a 
liberal constitution for Spain and its colonies in 1812. 

The constitution considered Ferdinand VII the true king of Spain, but introduced the 
separation of powers to limit the king's will. Among other liberties, it authorized free 
speech, universal voting rights for all adults older than 25 years, the equality of citizens 
in judicial matters and the recognition of the individual rights for education, liberty and 
property. Regarding the Indies, the constitution included several historic claims previ
ously ignored, as the recognition of the equality between Spanish citizens and subjects 
in the Indies, the derogation of several taxes, the end of the tobacco monopoly and the 

opening of ports to free trade. 

The War of Independence ended in 1814 with the French retreat and the restoration of 
Ferdinand VII to the throne. Once back in power, the derogation of the constitution was 
among his first actions, proclaiming the return of absolute monarchy and the persecu

tion of liberals. 

Historical Context - Spanish America 
The arrival in the Indies of the news about Ferdinand VII's abdication provoked a 

general disapproval of the French invasion, and a desire to restore the legitimate king. 
Several juntas were formed in the Indies like the ones in Spain, with the main objective 
of maintaining the order in the colonies during this uncertain period, although most of 
them were created by the Criollos (descendants of Spanish born in the Indies), instead of 
the Spanish authorities. The first juntas were created in Montevideo and Mexico in 1808, 
followed by Chuquisaca, La Paz (both in Bolivia) and Quito in 1809, and Buenos Aires, 
Santa Fe de Bogota and Santiago de Chile in 1810. 
Although some historians have suggested that most 
of these juntas disguised their desire for indepen
dence under the public support for Ferdinand VII, 
it seems that, at least initially, their objective was to 
obtain more autonomy for their regions and equal 
rights with the Spanish citizens. 

By 1810 several colonies were in open rebellion 
Proclamation medal for Ferdinand VII is-
sued at San Salvador in 1808. 
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against the Spanish government. Many liberal Criollos thought that the 1812 constitution 
was a step towards equality with the Spanish. However, when Ferdinand VII suspended 
the constitution, the fight between Criollos and Spanish transformed into full indepen
dence wars in most of the colonies. 

It is in this context that the slogan postmarks proclaiming loyalty to Ferdinand VII 
were produced in several territories, including Mexico (three known markings), the 
Kingdom of Guatemala (Chiapas, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua), 
Panama (one marking), Ecuador (three markings) and Colombia (four markings) as a 
demonstration of allegiance to the King, which in most cases was short-lived. 

Although from a postal standpoint this was the first time slogan postmarks were 
produced to reinforce the loyalty to the Crown, since the 18th century there was a wide
spread practice in the Indies of issuing proclamation medals every time a new king was 
crowned. There are several examples of proclamation medals for Ferdinand VII, such as 
the one illustrated. 

Slogan Postmarks to Ferdinand VII in the Kingdom of Guatemala 
The Kingdom of Guatemala was the most prolific Spanish entity in the Indies pro

ducing slogan postmarks supporting Ferdinand VII. Six cities issued slogan markings: 
Totonicapan, Nueva Guatemala and Quezaltenan (Guatemala); Cojutepeque (El Salva
dor); Comayagua and Tegucigalpa (Honduras). Furthermore, there are items with hand
written slogan postmarks from Tonala (Chiapas), Santa Ana (El Salvador) and Masaya 
(Nicaragua). ~ 

4!:/_ 
VJVAF.VIl 

G UAT E tv!ALA 
Red I Black (1809) 

Guatemala 

Red / Black (1810) 

Quctzaltcnango 

e 
JOCF.VTI 
~=-= .. 

Red I Black (1809-1810) 

Totonicapan 

e 
VfVA 
F.· VII 
~ 

Black (1809) 

$-'! \, :~~ •. 

VIVA 
F· Vil 
~ 

Black (1808) 

Comayagua 

Black (1810-1812) 

Cojutepeque 

VlVAFVll -

(om,.<l. 

Black (1808) 

Map of the Kingdom of Guatemala with known slogan markings. Handwrit
ten slogans in support of Ferdinand VII are known for the additional cities 
shown on the map. 

Black (1809) 

.. ....... _.,.. 

Vi VA 
r VII 

Black (1810) 

Black (1810) 
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Above: Front from Cojutepeque to Guatemala with 

"VAF7°." 

Right: Front from Santa Ana to Guatemala with the 

handwritten inscription "VA F7°" Qames Mazepa 

collection). 

Top row, left: Front sent from Guatemala 
to Ciudad Real (Chiapas) with "VIVA F VII 

/ GUATEMAI.A" in red. 

Top row, right: Front from Quetzaltenango 
to Guatemala. The overlapping V and A are 
the shorthand for "VIVA." 

Above: Front from Totonicapfm to Guate
mala with "VA F VII." 
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Top row, left: Front sent from Comayagua to Sonsonate with "VIVA F VII." 

Top row, right: Front from Comayagua to Cedros (Honduras) with "VIVA F VII COMAY A." 

Center: Front sent from Tegucigalpa to Guatemala with the rectangular "VIVA F VII." 

Above left: Front from Comayagua to Truxillo with "VF 7° .'' It is believed that this marking was created by the 
Tobacco Factory in Comayagua. 

Above right: Front from Tegucigalpa to Guatemala with circular "VIVA F VII" (All items from the Nasry Ben
deck collection). 
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Letter sent from Loreto (Baja California) to Mexico City on April 22, 1812. By then the Inde

pendence War had been ongoing for more than a year and a half. 

The letter was sent via San Blas (state of Jalisco ). It has a San Blas transit marking and the 

slogan marking ''VA F 7°" in red. Although it has been generally considered that the slogan 

was applied in San Blas, some authors believe it was applied elsewhere, perhaps even in 

Mexico City, which was supporting the Spanish at the tinte (Jaime Benavides Collection). 
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Old Postal History Interests Resurface 
in Another Century, Another Hemisphere 
Similarities Between the Philatelic Study of Civil War 

in America and in Vietnam 
By Daniel M. Telep 

One hundred years apart, two very different countries across the world from each other 
fought historically bloody, tragic and prolonged civil wars between Northern and South
ern strongly held ideologies. The two countries were the United States of America and the 
Peoples' Republic of Vietnam. Although the two civil wars bear unequal philatelic collect
ing interest, this collector 
has studied, collected and 
displayed postal history of 
both, and will now draw 
comparisons from what has 
been learned.1 

My first postal history 
collection as a young man2 

was from the Confederate 
States of America, formed 
during a time that included 
active duty service as a 
Marine Corps officer in the 

Capt. DRAPER'S COMPANY. 
'ith Ht>g \tal.1111 a \ 01 . 

Vietnam War. My current Figure i. An attractive patriotic Confederate cover. 

area of interest is studying, 
collecting and displaying 
postal history from the North Vietnam Army (NVA)Niet Cong (VC) during the period 
from 1959-75.3 It was during the preparation for my CCNY talk on this collection that I 
noticed remarkable similarities between these two studies. This article will compare the 
military operations of the NVA/VC to Confederate postal usages through the eyes of an 
exhibitor. 

Parallel themes discovered in both realms of study include: 
• Postal improvisation due to difficult economic and political situations. 
• Creativity to compensate for the scarcity of paper. 
• Need for innovative secrecy measures and logistics. 
• Enemy interruptions of mail service. 
• Occupying and holding territory while operating a complex mail delivery system. 
• Patriotic loyalty demonstrated. 

I. Six published artic les in The Confederate Philatelist, 1975-80. Four published articles in The Military 

Postal Historian , 2015-17. One published article in the Indochina Philatelist, 2015. Lead article October, 

20 15, in The American Philatelist. 
2. Gold medal-winning collection of Confederate postal hi story so ld by John Kaufmann, December 1987. 

3. A complete di scuss ion of this new field of interest and the current collection are available on the website 

of The CCNY, from an address g iven May 17, 20 17. 
150 May-June 2018 www.collectorsclub.org 



• Humanity of 
soldiers involved in 
combat. 

•Extended 
length of mail 
routes. 

•Opening/ 
discontinuance of 
offices. 

Identical types of 
uses in both fields 
include (1) Patri
otic, (2) Adversity, 
(3) P.O.W., forms 
of, (4) Provi-
sional Adhesives, 
(5) Command 
Center and (6) 
Express/Cou-
rier. The follow-
ing Confederate 
examples are well 
known, but hope
fully the NVA/ 
VC examples, in 
comparison and 
as contrasted to 
the CSA examples, 
will broaden your 
awareness and 

, 
Q UYET BAT GIAC MY 
P H}l{I £> f"N T¢1 

Figure 2 (Left). North 
Vietnam patriotic 
showing the downing 
of a U.S. helicopter. 

Figure 3 (below). An

other North Vietnam 
patriotic depicting a 
Russian MIG downing 
U.S. Phantoms. 

Figure 4 (below). Armed VC soldiers on the river (including one female) . Stamp is 

propaganda stamp showing captured U.S. naval pilot. 

J 
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appreciation of this 20th
century area of collecting 
and topical interest. 

Patriotics 
Exhibits that display 

Confederate Patriotic 
usage illustrate the high 
water mark of Confederate 
philately, in my opinion, as 
illustrated by Figure 1.4 

Compare that to my first 
NVANC Patriotic example, Figure 5. A Confederate turned wallpaper adversity cover. 

Figure 2, a U.S. helicopter 
being shot down by Soviet artillery, postmarked from Hanoi. Figure 3 features a Russian 
MIG downing U.S. F-4 Phantoms. Both sender and recipient were soldiers identified by 
"Hom Thu" numbers designating units in which they served. This cover is identical to one 
my USMC unit captured during actual combat in 1967.5 Figure 4 illustrates a female VC 
soldier using AK-47s on the river, sent from Hanoi Sept. 16, 1968, to Budapest, Hungary. 
The stamp featuring the captured U.S. naval pilot is a classic example of NVA propaganda. 

Adversity uses 
No Confederate collection would be complete without 

examples of using available wallpaper to make envelopes, 
such as the example shown in Figure 5. Similar ingenuity 

led to an enve

Figure 6. The cigarette package above left (with revenue stamp) was turned to create the 
cover above right. 

lope made from 
a Cambodian 
cigarette pack
age, shown in 
Figure 6, com
plete with the 
required tax 
stamp, used by a 
civilian writing 
to a soldier in 
Hom Thu Unit 
6625C B703, 
operating near 
the border of 
Laos. A 0.1 kg 
opium shipping 
tag became a 

4. All photographs of Confederate items are courtesy of Trish Kaufmann. Blake Myers built a grand award
winning "Champion of Champions" Trans-Oceanic mail collection using Confederate and Union patriotic 
uses. See Robert A. Siegel Sale No. 882 of Sept. 29, 2004. 
5. Vietnam war service as I sT Lieutenant: 1967-68, with the 3rd Marine Division, I" Battalion, 9'h Marine 
Regiment. 
152 May-June 2018 www.collectorsclub.org 



Figure 7. The partial 
shipping opium tag at 
far right was turned 
to create the cover at 
right. 

folded letter, 
shown as Figure 
7. Military NVA/ 
VC personnel 
used this classic 
turned cover, 
Figure 8, a tech
nique often used 
by Confederate 
correspondents and found in Confederate exhibits. 

Prisoner of war 
Prisoner cov-

ers are valued and 
sought after by 
collectors of any 
war. Because of the 
delicate need for 
secrecy to protect 
NVANC combat
ants captured in 
the South and their 
recipient families 
back home, few com
munications were 
written. Figure 9 is 

r:/B~ 
~'!kt :!lf lf T /'>/t 

:"HANG 9 THIEu 

NGAY 

Figure 8 (left and below). 
Both sides of a reused and 
turned cover created by 
military NCA/VC personnel. 
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Figure g. This 1972 POW com
munication is one of only three 
the author posesses in his col
lection. VC POW communica
tions are rare. 

one of only three POW 
items I have in my collec
tion. It was sent from VC 
Prisoner Le Van Duong, 
born in 1931, to his family 
at True Giang with the 
letter on the reverse. This 
preprinted postcard was 
hand-stamped "ARVN 
APO No. KBC 3887," 
dated Nov. 1, 1972. 

THO TU BINH 
Miin phl 

Correspondence des Prisonniers de guerre Franc de port 

BUU TH (E P a-. ~ - , C¥J
1 /' 

Corte Postole GJ; a~n (Ong, Beil m?ltl<~ c£llU\, 

Ngt1oi g~i : 
A (Monsieur. Madame) 

Expediteur 
. ~ /'-t c . ()(',~<:>-

H9 vo Ten ..<.-e • fl<-ctn-..,bl~~ 
Norn et Prenoms 0 

Provisional adhesives/express/courier uses 
Before the fledgling Confederate government could design, print and distribute 

its own postage, several cities' or villages' postmasters designed and made their own 
local adhesive provisional postage stamps.6 Similarly, NVA/VC military personnel 
serving in the dangerous secret locations south of the DMZ, designed and manufac
tured crude postal adhesives, such as Figure 10, a "Bao Dam" adhesive, translated 
as "Secured/Registered." VC guerilla commanders used them for top-secret com
munications. Only two examples of the "Bao Dam" adhesive are known. The letter 
accompanying this cover was written by a female VC, describing being ambushed by 
Americans with "three wounded, we escaped, but one died." 

,., 

Another provisional temporary 
adhesive, shown in Figure 11, is the rare 
"K" adhesive. In my 2017 published 
article, 7 13 types of "K" markings are 
documented, only one of which is an 
adhesive, with the rest being various 
color and style pen markings or hand
stamps, all meaning "Kinh" or "Kinh 
Goi" for "Please Send/Urgent." Only 
four examples of the "K" adhesive are 
known, three of which are in my collec
tion. This example came from a Hom 
Thu unit address to a Unit deployed 

Figure 10. A "Bao Dam" provisional adhesive - one 
of only two known, translates into "Secured/Reg
istered." 

6. Webster New Collegiate Dictionary, 1957: "Of the nature of a temporary provision, adapting to present 
conditions." 
7. The Military Postal Historian , Volume 56, Number 3, September 20 17. 
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Figure 11. A "K" provisional, 
essentially meaning "urgent," 
was applied to this cover. Of 
the 13 types of "K" markings 
known, only two recorded ex
amples of adhesives are known. 
Note the bullet hole just to the 
right of the label. 

in the Son Hai, Quang 
Nam province. In the 
letter, the female VC 
describes how she 
is the only survivor 
of 12 in her "travel
ling group." Note the 
M-16 bullet hole in this 
cover, evidence for the 
extreme danger of be
ing a mail courier. 

CH\ . 
H.T. 

? 
vo_THi_BA 

' ~ 

31 31 . B2 . SON t1At 

Granted, these two temporary adhesives don't relate to a specific city or village or a 
regular postal service like Confederate Provisional stamps do, but - philatelically, in my 
opinion - such ingenious design and use qualify them as provisionals. Both the "Bao 
Dam" and the "K" adhesives were in use during the narrow time period of less than one 
year in 1968. The production and distribution of these adhesives was discontinued in 
favor of handstamped or manuscript "K" markings. 

Command center uses 
Instructional communications, such as combat orders between military units 

during combat conditions, were carried by couriers for both Confederate command
ers8 and for NVA/VC commanders. All NVA/VC mail, whether military or personal, 
traveled by cou-
rier "through the 
lines." The han
dling of mail at 
military stations 
called "Trams," 
located throughout 
the country, was 
surprisingly well 
organized. These 
NVA/VC military 
mail couriers were 
called "Ciao Liens," 
and were always 

Figure 12. Cover addressed 
to the National Liberation 
Front Headquarters in 
Cambodia. 

8. Personal correspondence of the Confederacy was handled by the government's postal operation. 
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key targets for intercept for 
intelligence the mail con
tained. Hence, they traveled 
escorted by military guards 
and all mail was designated 
"Express" or "Sensitive." 
Markings designating that 
special handling include -
but are not limited to - the 
aforementioned "K" mark
ings, such as the one shown 
in Figure 12. This cover is 
addressed to the National 
Liberation Front Headquar
ters in Cambodia, known as 
C.O.S.V.N. (Central Office for 
South Vietnam).9 This heav-
ily guarded command center 
served the entire war as the 

Figure 13. A 1969 use of a lettersheet bearing a red handstamped marking. 

main mail sorting center, but frequently moved to remain secret. 

Figure 13, dated Jan. 21, 1969, bears the red handstamped lettersheet sent from a local 
VC Ward leader, discussing a request that "all return to resolve issues and finish the proj
ect they started." An example of very late Command Center use, Figure 14, dated April 3, 
1975, bears the handstamped marking "DTG" to designate extreme secrecy and urgency. 
On the reverse, this cover bears another handstamp, "Bao Mat," meaning "Sealed." This 
cover was in the mails just 27 days before the war ended on April 30 that year. 

Conclusion 
Since collecting Confederates early in my philatelic career, including a time while 

deployed in Vietnam and bidding long distance on Robert A. Siegel Confederate lots, 
my fascination with the similar war influences drew me to collect Vietnam's Communist 
Insurgent military mail of NVA/VC combatants. Actually, it was during a fire fight that 

~l'-k~ 

(OTGJ 

I first held the NVA patriotic cover 
shown in Figure 3. Naturally I turned 

that first one in 
for intelligence, 
but I never for
got it. A seed 
was planted for 
another collecting 
interest. @ 

Figure 14. A very late example of an officially 
sealed Command Center use from April 1975. 

9. "Soldiers Mail During the Resistance Wars for National Salvation 1945-1975," published 2017 in Ho Chi 
Minh City, written by Vietnamese Philatelist Ta Phi Long, available at the APS Library in Bellefonte, Pa. 
This definitive work on postal operations in North Vietnam during its revolution from 1945-75 describes 
this command center. 
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The Italian Levant 15 Piastres 
Air Mail Stamp: Part Two 

Nicola Luciano Cipriani and Claudio Ernesto Manzati 
Readers will remember the article on the 15 piastres stamp of Constantinople, pub

lished in this journal Volume 94, No. 5, September-October 2015 ("The Italian Levant 
15 Piastres Air Mail Stamp," N. L. Cipriani and C. E. Manzati), which was awarded the 
coveted prize for best article of the year published in The Collectors Club Philatelist. We 
hereby take this opportunity to publicly thank then-President Bruce Marsden, the com
mission in charge and the management staff. 

In the previous article, some technical aspects were deliberately not addressed due to 
the lack of high-resolution images necessary for an in-depth analysis. Today, direct scans 
of some of the stamps mentioned in the previous publication have become available. 
These are also integrated with the technical data on the 11th and 12th stamps. The for
mer was discovered during the first part of the research (of which a direct scan was not 
available at the time), while the latter was discovered during the Summer of 2017. 

With reference to the ima
ges and to the number-ing 
published in Il Collezionista 
(March 2014) and used in 
the first part of this rese
arch (CCP, volume 94, No. 
5, Figure 1), a direct scan of i R:;;;;;;:~jjiSfl;;I!.WfiiiN~ 
the stamps Nos. 1, 2, 4, 8-9 
(the pair) plus the last two 
discoveries (11 and 12) are 
now available. 

It is well known that in 
the past the centering of 
stamps with respect to the 
perforation could vary quite 
significantly, even within 
the same sheet. However, 
this variability was reduced 11 ~="""""'! 

over time with the evolution 4 "'~~D<-~~~~!J'~~ 
of perforating techniques, 
which achieved greater 
precision. To evaluate the 
type of perforation of a sheet 
of the 25 cent express stamp 
(Italy No. El, issued June 1, 
1903), it would have been 

Figure 1. The 10 15 piastres stamps 
known as of March 2015. 
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} , 
helpful to examine a roughly coeval with the sheets in use at the Constantinople Post in 
1921. Given the lack of such material, it was decided to use instead a sheet of the same 
stamp overprinted "Esperimento Posta Aerea - Maggio 1917 -Torino-Roma - Roma 
-Torino"; these sheets were issued approximately at the same time as those used in 
Constantinople. The image of the sheet was kindly provided by the Historical Museum 
of Communication in Rome (former Museum of Post and Telecommunications) to which 
formal thanks are here officially expressed. 

In Figure 2 the top and bottom rows of the sheet are presented to evaluate the varia
bility of the centering of the stamps in the side marginal positions. 

Figure 2. The top and bottom rows of the sheet of the same stamp overprinted "Esperimento Posta Aerea - Maggio 1917 -

Torino-Roma - Roma -Torino"; these sheets were issued approximately at the same time as those used in Constantinople. 

As can be seen, the stamp shows a comb perforation and 
the centering of the stamps does not change appreciably by 
analyzing each column; rather it varies more significantly 
from left to right with a slight decrease in the centering. This 
observation should help to understand whether the stamps 
bearing the airplane overprint belong to the same sheet. As 

Figure 4 
(above). Group 

2, stamp Nos. 4, 

6 and 12. 

Figure 5 (right). 

Group 3, stamp 

Nos. 3, s and 11. 

Figure 3. Group 1, stamp No. t. 
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it is known - in fact - that only one sheet was overprinted in 
Constantinople. On the basis of this consideration we crea
ted groups of stamps with very similar centering the posi
tion and the type of the overprint. 

Based on these data, we believe that the No. 11 is similar 
Figure6.Group 4,stampNo.2. to No. 3 and 5 (Figure 5), while the 12 is similar to Nos. 4 

and 6 (Figure 4). The major difference in centering is ob
served between stamps in group 2 (Figure 4) and those in group 3 (Figure 5) . This 
difference allows to elimi
nate the possibility that they 
may come from the same 
unit. The comb perforation 
was applied vertically and 
any jump of the comb per
forator could have affected 
only the stamp height in a 
major way. A certain simila
rity of centering can be seen 
between group 2 (Figure 4) 
and group 5 (Figure 7), but 
the overprint clearly differ
entiates them. The authors 
believe that the groups 

Figure 7. Group 5, stamp Nos. 7, 8-9 and 10. 

identified refer to as many separate sheets, a fact that is in strong contrast with 
the historical narrative. 

Before continuing, the responses must be shared that were received from the Ita
lian Foreign Ministry and the London Postal Museum. At the Italian Ministry of Fo
reign Affairs, the authors tried to verify the statement by Giulio Bolaffi, according to 
which an example of the 15 piastres might exist somewhere in the Ministry. A simi
lar request was made of the London Postal Museum on the basis of a statement made 
by Fernando Corsari and Ugo De Simoni in their Catalogue of Aerofilatelia Italiana 
(1972), that an example of the stamp is kept there. Both researches yielded a negative 

Il l n l I l l 
6 f +:<V tl iO c 0:, TA. LE· A. E--REO 

2 

7 1 ZJ TA E 
Figure 8. Comparison of the font type of the overprint: thin (6), specimen (2) and bold (7). 
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Figure 9. Comparison of the dimensions of the aircraft. 

result and, apparently, there is no example in their archives. This information was 
not available at the time of the publication of the previous article. 

On the other hand, based on the printing fonts, the stamps can be divided into three 
main groups, as already highlighted in the first part of this study. The aim here is to 
show some fundamental differences that were not previously described. 

The first group consists of thin fonts. In this group, although quite inhomogeneous, 
the fonts show a certain similarity. The second group includes exclusively the "speci
men" stamp, which is different from all the others. The third group includes the over
prints with bold fonts, excluding the "specimen." The comparison between these three 
groups allows clarification of their differences. In Figure 8 thin font overprints are identi
fied by No. 6, while No. 2 identifies the "specimen." Finally, the group of bold over
prints is identified by No. 7. The most obvious differences are highlighted by the colored 
arrows highlighting the letters "S," "E," "R" and "Z." 

The "S" of No. 6 is distinguishable by the lower horizontal portion, while in No. 2 
this letter is larger than in No. 6 and has an arched base. The "R" is different in the three 
types, as well as the "Z" and the "E." It should be noted that in No. 2 (specimen) the "E" 
and "Z" show a top horizontal bar that is much shorter than the low bar, while the "R" 
shows a triangular eye (see beside the word "AEREO"). 
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...... 
Figure 10. Comparison of the silhouette of the aircraft. 

The first part of this study highlighted the different dimensions and orientation of the 
aircraft silhouette in the postage stamps with thin fonts and in the "specimen," com
pared to that of the stamps with bold fonts. These data have been verified on the scans of 
stamps Nos. 1, 2, 4, 8 and 11, this time using the whole silhouette. In Figure 9 a series of 
red segments is shown; the one corresponding to the right front wheel (for those look
ing at the image) was used to align all the planes, using as a reference point the No. 8. 
The other segments are placed in correspondence to the main elements of the plane. Two 
segments delimit the width; another segment is the left tangent of the circumference 
described by the propeller, while the other segments are in correspondence to the wing 
struts. It is possible to observe that: 

1. In the thin font overprints the silhouette of the plane is narrower than that of No. 8; 
in No. 11 the size is the narrowest. 

2. In the thin font overprints the wing struts do not coincide with the reference seg
ments. 

3. The axis of the front wheels of the aircraft in No. 1 is slightly more inclined than 
that of Nos. 4 and 11; also, in No. 2 the axis of the front wheels is very inclined. 

4. In No. 2, the silhouette of the plane has right wings of equal length, while in No. 8 
the upper wing is slightly shorter than the lower wing. 
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5. Finally, the visible aft 
grid, in No. 2 is fully colored, 
while in No. 8 it is shaped like 
a grid, similar to that of Nos. 
1, 4 and 11. 

Figure 10 shows the outer 
contour of the plane; also in 
this case the point of reference 
is the outline of No. 8, using 
the right front wheel as a 
reference point. By using the 
same shape (red color) on the 
other aircrafts, the comparison 
between the shapes highlights, 
in addition to a smaller width, 
a different geometry of the 
contour of each aircraft com
pared to No. 8. 

Figure 11. Comparison of the overprinting method and of the inks used. 
The word "AEREO" in No. 11 (top), No. 2 (center) and No 8 (bottom). 

In particular, in the thin font stamps one can notice that: 

1. No. 1 has a narrower lower right wing, as shown by the white space at the bottom. 

2. No. 4 has a narrower upper right wing. 

3. No. 11 shows a lower wing that is entirely narrower. 

Stamp No. 2, as already highlighted in the already-published part I, is completely dif
ferent from all the others and its shape is in total disagreement with the outline of No. 8. 

As for the overprinting method used, in the first part of this research we had only 
formulated hypotheses. Now the availability of high-resolution images allows us to take 
a closer look into the details and thus to understand which method was used. Figure 
11 shows the word "AEREO" of the overprint; the top one is from No. 11 (the thin font 
group), the middle one is the "specimen" and the bottom is the one from No. 8. As one 
can see, the characters of No. 11 are quite flat, semi-transparent and with an almost ab
sent edge. All in all, it can be described as a rather flat overprint. In the middle, the same 

Figure 12. The solid black ink in the fuselage shows the difference between the ink used for No. 11 (thin font over
print, left), No. 2 (specimen, center) and No. 8 (bold font overprinting, right). 
Collectors Club Philatelist Volume 97, Number 3 165 



word of No. 2 shows, 
instead, an inner part 
of the characters, 
which is well cover
ing and - just as well 
- a clear edge of each 
character. As for No. 
8, here too the edge 
surrounding each 
character is visible, 
albeit less notice
ably than in No. 2. 

Figure 13. The characters of the word "specimen": The spacing between the letters is 
clearly visible, the edge delimiting the inner portion is very pronounced and the ink 
fades very softly from a solid black to a transparent gray. 

Clearly, No. 11 was overprinted with the lithographic method, while the typographic (or 
letterpress) method was used for the other two stamps. Additionally, it can be concluded 
that three distinct types of ink were used: In No. 11 the tone is dark gray, in No. 2 it is 
definitely black, while in No. 8 it is black, weakly tending to dark green. The tone of the 
color is more clearly visible in the imprint of the plane (Figure 12). 

Another argument concerning the nature of overprints is the word "specimen." Cher
ubini and Taragni write that this word was made by means of cliches with "hand-like" 
writing, but they do not define the type. Figure 13 shows an enlargement of this detail. 
As one can see, the characters show a very pronounced edge delimiting the inner portion 
where the ink fades very softly from a solid black to a transparent gray. This is particu
larly evident in the initial "S," which is detached from the letters "pe" and the "p" appears 
more inked than the "S." By analyzing the whole word, one can note that it is broken thus: 
"S pe ci men"; the spaces between the letters are indicative of a handwriting, possibly in-

How many 15 piastres exist? 

Champion Catalog 1924 0 

Field Catalog 1930 3 

Lucio Sorgoni 1932 3 

Nerio Brunetti 1948 3? 

Sanabria Catalog 1948 3 

GluBo Bolatn - Tziracopoulo 1955 3+1 

Corsarl e De Simone 1972 4+1 

fluenced by an inking that was not sufficient to 
write the entire word without being re-inked, 
or it might even be a personal trait of the wri
ter's calligraphy. There are sufficient elements 
to support the hypothesis that the overprint 
was made using a nib and an inkwell rather 
than a fountain pen. 

If the overprinting of this word had been 
executed by means of a cliche, the weak and 
continuous variation of the intensity of black 
within the characters would not have been 

Cherubini e Taragni 1974 4 16 possible. One can, therefore, conclude that 

D'Urso Catalog 197!1 

Sassone Catalog 1983 

Italan Encyclopedic Catalog 1992 !I 

Antonio Caldlron (l'llatella Vneta) 1992 7 

Il Colezlonlsta 2014 10 

CoQecton Club Phllalellat N.Y. 2015 11 

Collecton Club Phllaleltat N.Y. 2018 12 

Figure 14. The escalation of the known number of 

15 piastres stamps from 1924 (first mention) to 
2018 (present study). 

most likely this word was written by hand, 
using a normal pen dipped in ink. 

It is possible that other examples of these 
stamps may be discovered, and the authors 
will try to monitor the situation; it is in fact 
interesting how - strangely enough- the re
ported number of these stamps increased over 
time. In 1924 it was believed that the Constan
tinople overprints had all been incinerated. 
In 1930 Field reported the existence of three 
166 May-June 2018 www.col lectorscl u b.org 



stamps. The specimen was attributed to Oreste Palumbo (Director General of the Italian 
Ministry of Aeronautics during the early 1930s) for the first time by the British Museum 
between 1950 and 1960 (The Notebook of an Amateur Collector of Early Souvenirs of the Air 
Post - ITALY, with no publication date). Lucio Sorgoni - who had seen this stamp in 1932 
-had not reported the existence of the specimen. Subsequently, Antonio Caldiron (1992) 
described seven stamps and posed a question about the number of sheets overprinted, 
noting the different centering of the stamps and the differences of the overprint. The 
census by Naddei and Piermattei (Il Collezionista, 2014) reported 10 known specimens. 
This large number of stamps, in contrast with what was common knowledge, arose in 
Cipriani and Manzati (CCP, 2015) the suspicion that not all of them were original; their 
study led to the discovery of two more stamps, also unfortunately not originals like most 
of the known stamps. 

Figure 14 has a table showing this trend, but the number of original examples has 
been constant at four for many years. In the. table for the years 1955 and 1972 a '' + 1" is 
reported, referring to the specimen that has always been considered original. So, since 
1972 the fifth stamp, i.e. the example the story of which was reconstructed in the first 
part of this research, has not yet been found. It is not clear whether the specimen was or 
was not included among the five considered as originals; while it is possible that a fifth 
original stamp may exist, for now there is no certainty. 

At the end of this second part of the study on the 15 piastres of Constantinople we can 
only confirm beyond any doubt what was proposed in the conclusions of the first part, 
published in 2015; that is, that the original stamps are, for the moment, only four. The 
others show differences that are too great when comparing the general characteristics of 
stamps belonging to the same sheet, but even more when comparing the characteristics 
of the overprint. ~ 
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From the Archives: 
A 1947 International Philatelic Exhibition Cancel 

by K. David Steidley, Ph.D. 
Chairman of the Archival and Historical Committee 

The cancel shown below in Figure 1 is on the reverse of a ticket to the 1947 Interna
tional Philatelic Exhibition and is signed by John J. Britt for his friend B.H. Matthies, a 
well-known collector of the day. Mr. Britt was president of the Collectors Club in 1953 
and 1954. He had previously served on the Board of Governors starting in 1948 and had 
served as vice-president from 1949-52. From 1957-65, he served as one of the three trust
ees of the club. He retired to Florida and founded the Hollywood Stamp Club in 1969. 
This became one of the most important local clubs in this country in the 1970s. 

The Association for Stamp Exhibitions, Inc. was founded in 1913 to run the first 

Figure 1 (above): The 1947 souvenir sheet fo r the 1947 show, canceled wi th the Exhibition 
cancel, and treated as a hand-back. 

Figure 2 (below): Verso of Figure 1. A ticket to the 1947 New York International Philatelic 
Exhibition. 

GRAND CENTRAL PALACE - NEW YORK CITY 
LEXINGTON AVENUE, "46th 10 .0th STREETS and W PARK AVENUE 

MAY 17th to MAY 25th, 1947, Inclusive 

DAILY 
10 A.M. lo 10 P.M. 

SUNDAY, MAY 18 
2 P.M. to 10 P.M. 

SUNDAY, MAY 25 
12 NOON lo S P.M. 

222 

1847~1947 
o•••••·•·•·•M 

ADMIT ONE 

UNDER 
THE AUSPICES OF 

THE ASSOCIATION 
FOR 

ST AMP EXHIBITIONS 
INCORPORATED 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 FF IC IAL ~2 

U.S. -staged inter
national stamp 
show that year in 
New York City. 
The Association 
itself was basically 
a Collectors Club 
members' effort 
run from the Club
house. It went on to 
organize the 1926, 
1936, 1947 and 1956 
U.S. International 
shows. The ASE 
went out of busi
ness because it 
did not have the 
resources to run 
the 1966 show 
at the Coliseum. 
Hence, the Sipex 
show was held in 
Washington, D.C., 
that year. 

We wish to 
thank Bart Rosen
berg for his dona
tion of this nice 
item. Old-timers 
may remember the 
fine exhibit by Brad 
Arch of this souve
nir sheet. ~ 
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H.R.HARMER 
EST· 1940 

FINE STAMP AUCTIONS 

Alfred 11. Caspilry Alrn.::d F. I .id1ll.'11'tci11 

Franklin D. lloo~cn.~ h 

Great collectors put their trust in H.R. Harmer ... 

+ 
In 1925, Alfred F. Lichtenstein's 

generosity made it possible for 
the Collector 's Club to acquire 
the building that still serves as 
their home to this day. 

20 years later, in 1945, 
Lichtenstein was also integral 
to the founding of the Philatelic 
Foundation, now located under 
the same roof. 

Lichtenstein's influence on the 

H.R. Harmer promoting items from the Dale-Lichtenstein sales, 

including the famed Mauritius "Bombay" cover. 

hobby in the 201h century is second to none. So when it came time for Louise Boyd 
Dale to begin selling her father's collection, selecting the lead ing American auction 
house was paramount. H.R. Harmer was her choice. 

Following Dale's death in 1967, the sales at H.R. Harmer continued in both her name 
and her father's. Taken in their totality they represent one of the greatest collections 
ever to be sold at public auction. 

The Dale-Lichtenstein auctioneer can also be your auctioneer. 

Contact us today to discuss consigning _!o our Spring 2018 sale. 

H.R. Harmer· Global Philatelic Network Phone 714.389.9178 · Fax 714.389.9189 

2680 Walnut Ave. Suite AB· Tustin, CA · 92780 info@hrharmer.com · www.hrharmer.com 
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An Interesting Period of 
Canada-U.S. Postage Stamp Printing History 

by Julian J. Go ldberg 

From a historical philatelic perspective, it is important to know how the United States 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP, Washington, D.C., United States) affected the 
British American Bank Note Company (BABNCo), the American Bank Note Company 
(ABNCo) and the Canadian Bank Note Company (CBNCo). The American Bank Note 
Company (ABNCo, New York, N.Y., United States), printed Canadian postage stamps 
from 1858-68. 

In 1868, ABNCo lost the Canadian stamp printing contract to the BABNCo, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada, which it held from 1868-97. This loss made the BABNCo the Cana
dian competitor and rival of the ABNCo. In 1894, the ABNCo lost its large and lucrative 
United States stamp printing contract, which it had held since 1879, to the BEP, which 
had been printing U.S. securities since the 1860s. This loss made the BEP the U.S. com
petitor and rival of ABNCo. As a result, ABNCo went looking to win back the contract 
to print Canadian postage stamps, at the time held by BABNCo, which had won it from 
ABNCo in 1868. 

Upon winning back the Canadian postage stamp printing contract in 1897, ABNCo 
opened a subsidiary branch in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. This was done to comply with 
the Canadian government contract requirement that Canadian stamps had to be produced 
in Ottawa. This made ABNCo the Canadian competitor and rival of the BABNCo. This Ca
nadian postage stamp printing contract became one of the ABNCo's most important and 
lucrative contracts after it lost the United States stamp printing contract to the BEP. 

The wet printing method is far older than the dry printing method. Among other dif
ferences, wet printing involves using non-gummed cut wet paper sheets, or non-gummed 
uncut wet paper rolls that are gummed after printing. Dry printing involves using pre
gummed cut dry paper sheets or pre-gummed uncut dry paper rolls that are gummed 
before printing. The advantages of dry printing include the elimination of various proce
dures that require having to dry the paper after printing and before gumming, having to 
gum the paper after drying and before perforating and having to dry the paper after gum
ming and before perforating. However, dry printing requires greater pressure to force the 
dry pre-gummed paper into the inked engraved printing plate because it is not as pliable 
as wet, non-gummed paper. This pressure frequently leaves an impression (debossing) on 
the gum side. Also, wet paper shrinks after drying across its grain so that wet paper with 
a vertical grain shrinks horizontally during drying and wet paper with a horizontal grain 
shrinks vertically upon drying. This helps to distinguish wet from dry printings. 
170 
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The ABNCo, Ottawa, used both sheetfed flat-plate 
wet printing presses and sheetfed rotary press wet 
printing presses, starting from 1897 when it got the 
contract to print line-engraved Canadian postage 
stamps. Both old types of printing presses used 200 
small, 100 large stamp subject stamp printing plates. 
ABNCo, Ottawa, first began experimenting with 
rotary press dry printing around 1905 with the 2¢ 
Edward issue, Scott/Unitrade No. 90xii, with print
ing plate numbers 13-16, and then around 1907 for 
Scott/Unitrade No. 90xii with printing plate numbers 
31-34, and Scott/Unitrade No. 90v, with printing plate 
numbers 31and32. However, these experiments were 
a failure, due to the excessive wear that was caused to 
the printing plates and to the printing press from the 
greater pressure needed for dry printing. 

Sometime thereafter in 1907, ABNCo, Ottawa, 
began to use a new larger sheetfed intaglio line
engraved wet printing rotary press. This press used 

The additional pressure necessary to 
print stamps on dry, rather than wet 
paper causes an effect known as "deboss
ing,'' visible from the gum side on many 
issues. 

two large bent printing plates of 400 small, 200 large stamp subjects to create a printing 
cylinder, which printed on non-gummed cut wet paper sheets that were gummed after 
printing. This plate format provided the ability to greatly increase the print produc
tion quantities of the 1¢ green Scott/Unitrade No. 89 and 2¢ carmine Scott/Unitrade No. 
90 Edward VII Canada postage stamps. This new press enabled the faster production 
of these two stamps, which were already being printed by a sheetfed intaglio line
engraved rotary wet printing press, which used two small rotary printing plates of 200 
small, 100 large stamp subjects each to print on non-gummed cut wet paper sheets that 
were gummed after printing. Both of these two stamps were the first Canadian postage 
stamps to be printed in the quantity of billions! Thus, this new sheetfed intaglio line
engraved rotary plate wet printing press allowed for faster and larger-quantity stamp 
printing, due to its two large rotary printing plates. The flat-plate and the rotary press 
200 small, 100 large stamp subject wet printing presses were used mostly for many of 
the other denominations of the Edward VII Canada postage stamps. The old rotary 200 
small, 100 large stamp subject wet printing press was used from 1897-1910. The old flat 
plate wet printing press utilizing 100 small, 50 large stamp subjects to 200 small, 100 
large stamp subject printing was used from 1897 to 1913 and was also used for some of 
the very early George V Admiral Canada postage stamps until it was replaced by the 
new 400 small, 200 large stamp subject wet-printing rotary press, which was used to 
print most of the wet-printed George V Admiral Canada postage stamps. 

The BEP first used Hoe flat-plate sheetfed intaglio recess line-engraved wet-printing 
presses (based on the Milligan press with U.S. patent Nos. 180490of1876 and 193097 of 
1877), which used from one to four 400 small, 200 large stamp subject flat printing plates 
with non-gummed cut wet paper sheets that were gummed after printing, to produce 
its flat-plate postage stamps. Benjamin R. Stickney was a BEP employee who invented 
both the small Stickney Rotary Press (U.S. patent No. 1,115,127of1914), which was used 
to print U.S. coil postage stamps, and the large Stickney Rotary Press (U.S. patent No. 
1,378,386of1921), which was used to print U.S. sheet and booklet stamps. The Stickney 
Rotary Press was a webfed intaglio line-engraved rotary wet-printing press, which used 
two bent printing plates (to form a single cylinder) that printed on non-gummed uncut 
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U.S. Scott 542, the first rotary 
press-printed 1¢ Washington sheet 
stamp. 

wet paper rolls (webs) that were gummed after print-
ing. After 1920, the BEP and the BABNCo had a business 
relationship that was based on the Benjamin R. Stickney's 
professional recommendation of the BABNCo' s George 
N. Burland as an expert steel engraver. The BABNCo, 
with the permission of the BEP and Stickney, made 
stamp printing dies, transfer rolls and printing plates for 
countries such as Sweden that needed them for the small 
Stickney Rotary Press that the country had bought from 
the BEP. The press was made by the Universal Telegraphic 
Company of Baltimore, Md., to print Sweden's coil stamps 
because the BEP did not make any dies, transfer rolls and 
printing plates for countries other than the United States 
and its possessions. 

Of great concern to the ABNCo, Ottawa, and, later, 
the CBNCo, was the BEP's large webfed Stickney Rotary Press, which used two large 
printing plates of 400 small, 200 large stamp subjects each. This large Stickney Rotary 
Press was used to print the first rotary press 1¢ green Washington sheet stamp, U.S. 
Scott 542, which was issued on May 26, 1920. The press also created the second rotary 
press 1¢ green Washington sheet stamp, U.S. Scott 543, which was placed into use some
time in May 1921. Both were printed in large quantities at fast speeds. This meant that 
the BABNCo, through its mutual business relationship with the BEP, would be able to 
obtain this large Stickney Rotary Press. Having this printing press would enable the 
BABNCo to compete against the ABNCo, Ottawa, to try to get the Canadian postage 
stamp printing contract that the ABNCo then held (and that the CBNCo later held). 

To counter this, the ABNCo, Ottawa, and, later the CBNCo, felt that they had to 
improve on their sheetfed wet-printing rotary press with two large printing plates of 
400 small, 200 large stamp subjects each. To solve this competitive stamp production 
problem, they made a larger sheetfed rotary dry-printing press that produced stamps 
much faster and more efficiently than the large sheetfed wet-printing rotary press that 
they were then using. Winthrop S. Boggs, in his classic book, The Postage Stamps and 
Postal History of Canada, on page 376 wrote: "We might say that the devising of a method of 
dry printing line engraved stamps was a direct result of research on the part of the American 
Bank Note Co., in order to compete with the Stickney Rotary Presses devised by the United States 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing." 

The Canadian Bank Note Company (CBNCo), Ontario, was incorporated on Nov. 
30, 1922, as an independent Canadian company. Previously, from 1897 to 1922, it was 
the American Bank Note Company (ABNCo), Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, which was the 
Canadian subsidiary of the American Bank Note Company (ABNCo) of New York City. 
Thus, CBNCo was a new Canadian company. 

After Dec. 26, 1922, the CBNCo first began to dry print some of its Admiral series line
engraved Canadian postage stamps. The new printing press that the CBNCo made to dry 
print Canadian postage stamps was a sheetfed dry-printing intaglio line-engraved rotary 
press, which used three bent printing plates of 400 small, 200 large stamp subjects each 
to print on pre-gummed cut dry paper sheets that were gummed before printing by the 
paper manufacturer. This press was similar to the wet printing press that was being used 
by the CBNCo at that time, but it had a larger and stronger impression cylinder and a 
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larger and stronger printing plate cylinder to hold three large 
printing plates of 400 small, 200 large stamp subjects each and 
to handle the greater printing pressure needed to dry print on 
pregummed paper. This large dry-printing press enabled the 
faster printing of more stamps by using dry pregummed paper 
sheets, as well as three large printing plates instead of two. The 
first Canadian postage stamp to be dry printed by this new 
press was a 1923 dry-printed variety of the 3¢ brown George 
V Admiral series stamp, which is Canada Scott/Unitrade No. 
108c, with printing plate numbers 118-120. Canada Admiral 
sheet stamps that were wet printed on white wove paper with 
a vertical grain were slightly narrower horizontally in design 
frame width than sheet stamps that were dry printed on white Canada Scott 108c, the first rotary 
wove paper with a vertical grain, because dry paper did not press dry-printed Canadian stamp. 
shrink. By 1928, when plate chroming was used to greatly re-
duce the wear on printing plates, CBNCo had replaced all of its large wet printing presses 
with its larger, more efficient dry printing presses so that it only dry printed all of its post
age stamps from then on. Thus, dry printing eventually fully replaced wet printing. This 
was a major advancement in the printing production of intaglio line-engraved postage 
stamps in terms of both increased speed and quantity produced. 

A Hoe sheetfed flat-plate line-engraved intaglio press. 
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BABNCo eventually managed to get the Canadian stamp printing contract away from 
the CBNCo in 1930 and it obtained its printing equipment from the BEP. As a result, it 
obtained from the BEP two new presses. The first was a Hoe sheetfed intaglio recess line
engraved flat plate wet printing press that used from one to four flat-plate printing plates 
with from 100 small, 50 large stamp subject to 400 small, 200 large stamp subject plates 
on non-gummed cut wet paper sheets. The second was a large Stickney webfed intaglio 
wet-printing line-engraved rotary press that used two bent printing plates of 400 small, 
200 large stamp subjects each, printing on non-gummed uncut wet paper webs that were 
gummed after printing. The BABNCo converted the Hoe flat-plate wet printing press into 
a dry printing press by strongly reinforcing both its impression cylinder and its printing 
plate holding bed to handle the greater pressure needed for dry printing. This allowed it to 
print all of its higher-denominated postage stamps faster by using dry pre-gummed paper 
sheets. The first Canadian postage stamp printed by this flat-plate dry printing press was 
the 5¢ violet George V Arch/Leaf stamp from around the middle of 1930, which is Scott/ 
Unitrade No. 169a, with plate number 3. The BABNCo used the large Stickney Rotary 
Press to wet print at a faster production speed almost all of its lower-denomination post
age stamps in large quantities. The first Canadian postage stamp printed by this Stickney 
Rotary Press was the 2¢ light green George V Arch/Leaf stamp from June 6, 1930, which is 
Scott/Unitrade No. 164 with printing plate numbers 1-6. 

A webfed Stickney Rotary Press, ca 1932. The press produced wet-printed stamps from continous rolls (or webs) 
of non-gummed paper. 
174 May-June 2018 www.col lectorscl u b.org 



After printing many wet-printed line-engraved postage stamps with the Stickney 
webfed rotary press, the BABNCo started to print some sheet stamps on the same 
press, but modifying it for dry printing. These modifications included strongly 
reinforcing both its impression cylinder and its printing plate cylinder to enable 
the greater pressure needed for dry printing. Also, the paper roll wetting station, 
the gumming station and their drying stations were all not used, since the dry 
pre-gummed paper rolls eliminated their need. Stickney Rotary Press dry print-
ing produced large quantities of postage stamps faster than ever before. The 1¢ 
green George V Medallion dry-printed varie ty stamp was a Stickney Rotary Press 
dry-printed postage stamp from after 1932, which is Scott/Unitrade No. 195d, with 
printing plate numbers 1-3. It has been misidentified as another flat-plate stamp. 
Winthrop S. Boggs, in The Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada, wrote on page 
401: "The flat plate printings are on a dry pre-gummed paper, and most of the rotary press 
printings are on a slightly dampened paper that was gummed after printing. However, ex
amples of the l e, 2c, or 3c with smooth gum (so called 'flat' printing) are from rotary presses 
but on dry pre-gummed paper. These show the design embossed in the gum, as can be seen on 
the flat plate printings. " This has just recently been corrected in the Scott 2018 Classic 
Specialized Catalogue of Stamps & Covers 1840-1940, as the Nov. 30, 2017, Linn's Stamp 
News story stated (on page 72): "Canada No. 195d, the 1932 let dark green, is now rec
ognized as being a rotary press, dry printing on gummed paper. Previously, this stamp was 
thought to be a flat-plate printing and was listed as such, but recent convincing research 
indicates the listing for this stamp in catalogs has been inaccurate." The listing will also be 
corrected in The Uni trade Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps 2019. 

However, BABNCo lost the contract to print Canadian postage stamps to the CBNCo 
in 1935. The CBNCo started using a similar dry printing webfed intaglio rotary press to 
print its coil postage stamps from 1935-69, starting with the 3¢ violet George V Pictorial 
coil, which was issued on July 20, 1935, and which is listed as Scott/Unitrade No. 230, 
with printing plate numbers 1and2. While the CBNCo's sheetfed dry printing inta
glio rotary press was used for at least 45 years to print its Canadian sheet and booklet 
stamps and the webfed intaglio dry printing rotary press was used for almost 35 years 
to print its Canadian coil stamps, the BABNCo's modified dry printing sheetfed intaglio 
flat-plate (Hoe) press was used for almost five years to print many Canadian sheet and 
booklet stamps and its modified webfed dry printing intaglio rotary press (Stickney) 
was only used for only three years at the most to print some Canadian sheet stamps. 
BABNCo did not print Canadian postage stamps again until 1968. ~ 
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The Urgency of the Penny Postal Card 
by Wayne L. Youngblood 

One of my personal projects for many years has been to collect, research and document 
the many types and uses of the l<t Thomas Jefferson postal card, Scott UX27 - not just 
the philatelic and postal history aspects, but the history of human experience as well. 
Despite the 1¢ postcard rate being in existence from 1873-1951 (with a brief World War I 
war tax hiatus), this single postal card was in use for more than half that time. 

Over the course of the almost 40 years that the ubiquitous and rather plain-looking 
1¢ Jefferson government postal card was in regular use (1914-51), more than 58 billion 
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Figure 1. Front 
and back of a Die 
II Jefferson postal 
card, UX27D, with 
an urgent "Com-
municable Disease" 
report from 1922. 

(yes, billion!) were printed 
and used. This true work
horse of American life and 
business was the primary 
source of brief communi
cation of an entire nation 
and truly served as the 
"Twitter" of its day. These 
cards carried elaborately 
illustrated advertisements; 
handrawn humorous notes 
and pieces of art; meet-
ing reminders; personal 
notes; invoices; news of 
family joys, tragedies and 
triumphs; political pro
paganda; and countless 
invoices, orders and other 
important business com
munications. 

This time period spanned 
two World Wars and the 
conflict in Korea, the gold

en age of radio and the birth of television, as well as the growth of the motion picture 
industry from silent shorts to full-length musicals. The aeroplane (as it was then called) 
was just taking off in 1914 and by 1952 had become an important part of transportation, 
commerce and warfare. Our nation's economy went from pre-stock-market-crash pros
perity to dismal, and grew once again through industry spurred on by World War II. 

Despite these world-changing major advances and developments, people still lived, 
died, laughed and engaged in all the mundane details of daily life - and much of this 
was recorded in one way or another on the l<t Jefferson. 

Only a tiny fraction of the billions and billions of these communications survive, and 
we can only speculate on the details of some of the communications represented here. 
But all are interesting snapshots of daily life through the heart of a turbulent century. 

From a philatelic standpoint, among the most desirable of all Jefferson postal cards 
are the Die II (rough hair lines) type printed on the so-called rough, gray card stock 
(UX27D). The die was altered specifically because this wartime paper stock did not ac
cept the relatively delicate Jefferson design well. The altered die was scrapped as soon as 
the paper issue was resolved. 
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Unfortunately, many 
of the known uses of this 
scarce card communicate lit
tle more than basic business 
acknowledgements, but the 
Figure 1 example is a bit dif
ferent. It shows some of the 
urgency with which these 
postal card communications 
were treated - with every 
faith they would be received 
in a timely manner. 

Mailed July 24, 1922, 
within the city of Phila
delphia, the card is a pre
printed communicable 
disease report - in this case 
the preprinted tuberculo
sis notification has been 
scratched out and "measles" 
was written in. The patient 
was a four-year-old child in 

... 

Figure 2 . This spe
cial delivery postal 
card was mailed 
with the overnight 
expectation a new 
employee would 
show up for work in 
the morning. 

\ 
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his second day of illness, according to the doctor's report to the city's Bureau of Health. 
The card also bears a Bureau of Health private auxiliary marking on the front. 

The sheer speed and convenience of the communication is what really was vital for 
some mailers - particularly in cities that had multiple mail deliveries per day. Figure 2 
shows another aspect of this. It is a relatively scarce special delivery use of the 1¢ Jeffer
son, with the special delivery stamp bearing the perfinned initials of the Jordon Marsh 
Co., a large New England department store chain (JM Co) that was eventually taken 
over by Macy's. The card was mailed from downtown Boston, Mass., to Charlestown, a 
distance of about three miles north, across the Charles River. But it's not just the special 
delivery use that is of interest. 

What is particularly notable is that the card was likely mailed by the store shortly be
fore the close of the business day on Nov. 22, 1940. It was postmarked at the downtown 
annex at 9:30 p.m. the same day, received at 5 a.m. Nov. 23 at the South Postal Annex in 
Boston, then at the Charlestown branch at 7 a.m. and presumably delivered immediately 
to the recipient. The message? "Kindly report for work on Saturday Nov. 23rd at 9 a.m. 
If unable to come, kindly call employment office as soon as possible." Assuming it took 
only a half-hour to deliver the card once it reached Charlestown, the recipient was left 
with only an hour and a half or so to prepare for work and arrive! It apparently was not 
an unreasonable assumption for the business to send a postal card one day, with the 
expectation the employee would show up for work the following morning. 

From our modern perspective, the immediate question one might ask is: Why didn't 
the department store simply pick up the telephone and call the person? In 1940, only 
36.9% of American households were equipped with a telephone. Even a decade later, in 
1950, only 61.8% of households had a telephone. 

As the speed and affordability of telephonic and other communications spread, the 
importance of the penny postal card diminished to the point where postcards are now 
little more than a footnote in the history of communication. [;'.] 
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New Signers of the RDP in July 
At a recent meeting of the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain's Board of Election, 

comprising Jane Moubray (chair), Tomas Bjiiringer, Christopher Harman, Alan Huggins, 
Rolf-Dieter Jaretzky, Robert Odenweller, Christopher King and Raymond Todd, the 
members unanimously decided to ask Robert Abensur (France), Gustaf Douglas FRPSL 
(Sweden), Cheryl R. Ganz FRPSL (United States of America) and Geoffrey Lewis FRPSL 
(Australia) to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 

The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists was established in 1921 by the Philatelic 
Congress of Great Britain with the approval of His Majesty King George V, who was 
the first signatory. An invitation to sign the Roll is regarded as one of the highest 
philatelic honors. 

Not including the newly elected RDPs, 380 philatelists from 40 countries have 
achieved this distinction over the years. There are at present 78 signatories from 26 
countries, including 16 from the United Kingdom, 14 from the United States, seven from 
Germany, four each from France, and Belgium and three each from Australia and Italy. 

Denmark, New Zealand, Norway, Singapore and 
Thailand each have two, with other countries 
including Austria, Canada, Colombia, Finland, 
Greece, Israel, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Portugal, The Russian Federation 
and Switzerland, having one each. 

Of particular note to members of the CCNY is 
the choice of Ganz: 

"Cheryl Ganz of the United States of America 
is best known for her lifelong philatelic outreach at 
local, national and international levels, engaging a 
vast spectrum of collectors from specialists to new 
audiences. Her collections, exhibits, research and wri
ting, and speaking focus primarily on her specialty of 
zeppelin posts. 

"Philatelic recognitions include the Smithsonian 
Philatelic Achievement Award, Luff Award for Excep
tional Contributions to Philately, Alfred F. Lichten
stein Memorial Award for Distinguished Service to 

Philately, American Air Mail Society Research Award and Single Frame Champion of Champi
ons. She has written and edited books, articles, and online content, putting philately in a wider 
context to reach larger audiences without sacrificing philatelic scholarship. Her service to orga
nized philately is multi-faceted in a variety of positions of influence and accomplishment. 

"Altogether hers is a very fine achievement, and she rightly deserves to be a signatory of the Roll. " 

Ganz, of Winfield, ill, is a 40-year member of the American Philatelic Society. The exhibit 
mentioned in the above information from the Philatelic Congress is Zeppelin LZ-129 Hinden
burg Onboard Postmarks, which won the single-frame Champion of Champions in February 
2018 at ArneriStamp Expo in Birmingham, Ala. Ganz also is curator emerita for the Smithso
nian Institution's National Postal Museum, where she served as curator from 2005-14. 
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Brief bios of the remaining signers are as follows: 

Robert Abensur (France) has researched widely. 
His main collecting and researching areas are the postal 
rates and regulations of France and Alsace-Lorraine. 
His latest book, published in 2017 is The Franco-Sar
dinian Route in International Relations (1818-1851), and 
his articles on various subjects number mor.e than 100 
in France and elsewhere. He has been president of the 
Academie de philatelie since 2002 and was awarded the 
chevalier dans l' ordre des Art et des Lettres in 2009, and 
was awarded a Large Gold at FEPA 2015. 

Gustaf Douglas 
(FRPSL, Sw~den) has 
formed what are considered to be the most complete 
collections of both Sweden and Finland in existence. 
His monographs are of the highest standard and he has 
earned Gold and Large Gold medals in international ex
hibitions since 1971. He co-authored Sweden Number One, 
in 2005. He was awarded the Tilleard Medal of the Royal 
Philatelic Society London as well as the Strandell Medal, 
the highest philatelic recognition in Sweden in 2014, and 
is presently working as Head Patron for Stockholmia 2019. 

Geoffrey Lewis' (FRPSL, Australia) collections have 
included the postal history of Spanish Philippines, Cuba, New Orleans and stampless 
mail entering Spain. He has won FIP Large Gold medals in postal history with exhib
its on the subject matter of each of the three continental 
areas: Asia, Europe and the Americas. In 2013 he attained 
a Large Gold for his study, The 1836 Anglo-French Postal 
Convention. He was president of the Philatelic Society of 
New South Wales between 1998-2013, was chairman of 
the jury at Sydney 2015 and president of the organizing 
committee of the National Philatelic Exhibitions held in 
Sydney in 2007 and 2011. 

The signing ceremony is scheduled to take place Friday 
July 27 at The Assembly Rooms in Newcastle upon Tyne, 
during the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. 

Congratulations to Ganz and the other signers! ~ 
If you are an out-of-town member, 

Please make try to visit the clubhouse when you're in town 

- even if there isn't a meeting scheduled! 

22 E 35th St, New York, NY 10016 (212-683-0559) 
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At the Clubhouse 
Meeting of Feb. 2 7, 20 7 8 

Controls on Pre-Steam Maritime Mail Routes, John Barwis, Holland, Mich. 

Using oceanographic maps of currents and prevailing winds in the world's oceans, 
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Top: London to Philadelphia packet letter from February 1764. 
Above: Map showing the 1764 Falmouth Packet Route to New York City. 

John Barwis' presentation on 
Feb. 21 explained the tracks 
of the fastest 18th- and 
19th-Century mail routes 
for ships under sail. Some of 
the routes are non-intuitive, 
because they are far longer 
than direct point-to-point 
sailing. They were, ne
vertheless, faster because 
captains of square-rigged 
vessels knew how to avoid 
the headwinds and cur
rents that would retard the 
performance of relatively 
slow ships. Barwis' lecture 
showed examples of covers 

---101 
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Above: James Baines maiden 
voyage route between Liver
pool and Melbourne. 

Right: An 1855 quad-rate 
cover from Melboune to 
Birmingham. 

for many routes, as 
did his exhibit of 19th
Century letters from 
Victoria sent during 
the sailing and steam
ship eras. 

John showed how 
the early Falmouth 
Packets sailed to New 

... 

York via the West Indies ~-----------....---
along Great Britain's 
old "sugar route." Departure and arrival data from more than 180 packet sailings illustrated 
how these notoriously inefficient ships made only 3-5 knots, even with favorable winds. 

John's lecture and exhibit explained the improvement to mail transport that resulted 
from the advent of clipper ships. By carrying more sail above longer, sleeker hulls, these 
ships regularly sailed at 10-15 knots, and were capable of making 20. The exhibit showed 
the importance of clippers in carrying Australian mail to Great Britain when British
flagged mail steamers were commandeered by the Admiralty for use in the Crimean War. 

His talk was very well received and in the words of many, "Pretty amazing." John's 
attention to detail, his frank manner and ease of delivery held the group's attention 
throughout. It was thought provoking as well, due to the number of questions following 
the presentation. ~ 

- John Barwis and Wade Saadi 
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Book Revie'1Vs 
The mysterious Philippe De Ferrari, Collector, Philatelist and philanthropist; Philippe De Ferrari, cet inconnu, 
Collectionneur, philateliste philanthrope, by Wolfgang Maassen, Monaco 2017, hardbound (cloth}, color 
dust jacket, 8 plus 398 pages, 81/.i by 11 % inches, few black and white and many color illustrations 
throughout; text, captions and footnotes in French and English; extensive bibliography and detailed 
footnotes. €60 plus postage and handling; available from philatelic literature dealers or directly from: 
patrick@maselis.be. Email for details. 

Until the mid-1980s, Philippe de Ferrari, arguably the greatest philatelist of all 
time, was as legendary a figure as were his collections. Contributing to the myth 

PHILIPPE 
DE FERRARI, 

also was the deficient accuracy of the various scholars 
and philatelic gray eminences who had written about 
him. Eventually, beginning in 1982, true savants worthy 
of such an epithet ventured to open the Pandora's box of 
lies, half truths and inaccuracies peddled by anecdotes 
and biased and sketchy biographical profiles of de Fer
rari. As time went by, such misinformation - based on, 
and prospering from, the inevitable "fake news" added 
to it - at times called much of Ferrari's background into 
question, but has now come to its inevitable crashing end, 
thanks to the diligent and double-checked research that 
Wolfgang Maassen has consigned to the public in a most 
impressive monograph. The product is the result of care
ful examination of all the facets, folds and creases of the 
mysterious and practically unknown de Ferrari, as he is 

described in the title of this indispensable book. 

The author points out that de Ferrari himself contributed to the distortion of situa
tions, names and facts, including his date of birth (1850). In 1886, when he was adopted 
by Emanuel La Renotiere, the certificate confirming his new civil status gave two ver
sions of his earlier family name: "Philippe von Ferrary'' and "Philippe de Ferrari"; 
whence the prevailing use in our own days of the one ending with a "y." Unsurpris
ingly, the stamp societies of which he was a member referred to him as "Signor Ferrari" 
or as Philippe La Renotiere von Ferrary - the latter being his favorite signature. Ad
ditional confusion came from the auction catalogs of his fabulous collections, which the 
auctioneers described as property of Ferrari de La Renotiere. 

Born in Paris, Ferrari's parents were of the highest and richest Genoese nobility. Af
ter they made the French capital their home, theirs was a supreme and unreserved social 
and financial profile. Philippe was raised at the princely Hotel Matignon in Fauburg 
Saint-Germain, nowadays the official residence of the Prime Minister of France, then 
property of his father. 

As far as the origin of Philippe's passion for stamps is concerned, there is no specific 
evidence. However, in 1987 a famous American philatelist, well known as a luminary 
of medical science, ventured to speculate that Philippe's "neurosis" became apparent 
as early as his infancy and in due course some medical doctor might have suggested 
stamp collecting as a sedative. Undoubtedly, his mother was quite happy to encourage 
her second-born to cultivate a hobby that was beginning to fascinate him. On the other 
hand, as years went by his first-class education made him aware of unpleasant realities 
regarding his "neurosis." In fact, the demoralizing necessity to hide his otherwise well
documented homosexual tendencies became dramatically apparent. 
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Maassen does not miss exploring the thorny rapport of father and son which dete
riorated to the point of detachment and separation. Furthermore, his affection for his 
mother had suffered from her unrelenting sorrow for the untimely death of her beloved 
first-born, Andrea. Nonetheless, as knotty as the mother-son relationship could be, it was 
decidedly a happier one than that between father and son. 

Part II of this volume delves into the fascinating world of philately or - better yet -
"stamp-mania," as it was called during the early days of the hobby. Philippe was the ex
ception to the rule that follows the well-known pattern typical of most collectors whereby 
the average philatelist shows a keen interest when he/she has an age ranging from 8-12, 
but as soon as adolescence kicks in, stamps are put aside to make space for hormonal 
urges. Eventually, when stability and security are achieved, the love for stamps returns. 
However, his interest continued unabated during the years of the so-called "growing 
pains" and this uncommon trait of his passion for philately has prompted some of his ear
ly biographers to describe him as a fanatic. Quite frankly, his ample financial means were 
matched and surpassed by a top-notch education and a solid appreciation and exceptional 
knowledge of philately on a global scale. Furthermore, he differed from many collectors in 
that he wisely followed the advice of the best philatelists of the golden era. 

In this context - by using the philatelic parameters of his time and age - we can 
objectively evaluate his undeniable preeminence. Suffice it to say, Philippe collected nu
ances, proofs, errors, varieties and even postal stationery at a time when very few paid 
attention to such "oddities." Another trait worth mentioning is that as years went by, de 
Ferrari tapered off his desire to show his collections to other philatelists. Contributing 
factors to this decision were the need for limiting the circulation of information about his 
stamp holdings, which could be used against him by criminals, forgers and even dealers 
who would demand higher prices for rarities that he did not yet have in his collections. 

As mentioned earlier, his adolescence did not interfere with his hobby and, at 15 years of 
age, de Ferrari wrote his early articles, including one on the Cape of Good Hope triangular 
stamps, on the Pony Express and on the stamps of the Kingdom of Sardinia. His knowledge 
became apparent to the great savants and earned him great respect and admiration. 

Maassen explores the world of philatelic publishers and dealers of the second half 
of the 19th century and early 20th century who collaborated or assisted with, in various 
ways, de Ferrari in building the most amazing stamp collection. We may start with Stan
ley Gibbons who claimed, with ostentation, to be the first supplier to Philippe. Other 
central characters included Pierre Mahe, Sigmund Friedl, Arthur Maury and Heinrich 
Koch e Jean-Baptiste Moens, to name a few. Maassen justly credits Mahe for his remark
able role as curator of de Ferrari's collections. 

The reader also learns about the motivations that convinced Philippe to change his na
tionality at least three times, going from Italian to French, after which he switched to Aus
trian and finally to Swiss. This volume opportunely wipes out the rumor suggesting that 
the Austrian officer Emanuel La Renotiere was Philippe's father. Nothing could be further 
from the truth, but only now in this 21st century we can freely learn about the facts based 
on unquestionable documentation. Surely enough, the gossip was fueled by the 1886 
adoption of Philippe and his lifetime companion Eduard Boulenger by retired Captain 
La Renotiere at de Ferrari's urging. As a result, Philippe and Eduard were now "broth
ers" putting to rest any gossip. Who said that they lacked imagination? Between destiny, 
irony and strange coincidence, two years later, La Renotiere and the Duchess of Galliera, 
Philippe's mother, died a few days apart, during late November and early December 1888. 

This book is replete with precious and double-checked details about Philippe's 
travels to appease his uncontrollable appetite for new and important acquisitions; 
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one of the most intriguing twists is de Ferrari's reaction after reading his obituary in a 
newspaper. It is left to the reader to learn more about such unexpected developments. 
But more remains to be discovered as we are told that Philippe was also a learned 
numismatist. The story comes to a slow and painful end with the years of isolation and 
solitude between 1908-17. Last, but not least, is a most interesting and mesmerizing 
section devoted to the sale of Philippe's assets, including - of course - the auction sales 
of his collections. 

The profusely documented research carried out by Maassen allows us to have a fresh, 
more accurate and closer look at Philippe and at the other figures orbiting around him. The 
Philatelic & Numismatic Museum of Monaco must be praised for a most lavish production, 
as well as for the exquisite layout and timeliness in celebrating in this prestigious manner the 
centenary of the death of the most celebrated philatelist of all times. This volume belongs on 
the bookshelves of the true scholars of the hobby of kings - the king of hobbies. 

- Giorgio Migliavacca 

2018 Brookman U.S. Stamps, Autographs Price Guide, edited by David S. MacDonald, in English, 400 
pages, BVi by 11 inches, spiral-bound only, illustrated in color, $41 .95 postpaid if ordered domestically 
(Brookman/ Barrett & Worthen, 167 S River Rd, Unit 3, Bedford NH 0311 O), covers@coverspecialist.com, 
website: www.coverspecialist.com. For worldwide orders, please contact the publisher. Also available 
from some dealers. 

For those familiar with the Brookman Price Guide, which has been published for more 
than 80 years, there are few surprises. The book, which started out as a simple pricelist 

and has grown considerably, is an important and afford
able reference guide for everything from United States 
stamps to first-day covers and autographs, as well as Can
ada, United Nations and more. The Brookman Price Guide 
uses the Scott numbering system (as an official licensee) 
and is easy to use, with thousands of newly scanned illus
trations throughout the full-color volume. 

Although the guide does not go into as much special
ized detail for most issues as Scott, it lists, numbers and 
values quite a few items (mostly modern) that Scott does 
not. The values given for stamps include more grades than 
simply "very fine," and there are also listings for full mint 
panes of most issues. The guide also includes listings for 
stamps from Canada; United Nations; U.S. first-day cov
ers; souvenir cards, pages and panels; Trust Territories; 
and U.S. Possessions. 

And then there are the autographs. Did I mention autographs? Because there is sig
nificant crossover between philatelists and autograph collectors, Brookman features an 
extensive autograph guide. There is no other currently-in-print autograph value guide 
that comes close to the usefulness of the Brookman autograph section (much less valu
ing on-cover signatures), which includes (organized by type and alphabetically in each) 
presidents, vice presidents, first ladies, Supreme Court Justices, signers of the Constitu
tion, signers of the Declaration of Independence, heads of state/royalty, military, artists and 
photographers, astronauts, authors and poets, aviation, business, celebrities, entertain
ers and science. Previous editions have also listed and valued music-related autographs 
(composers, conductors and musicians), as well as a sports autographs section. We hope 
to see these reappear in a future edition of Brookman. 
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The 2018 edition of the Brookman Price Guide is 400 pages, with more than 18,000 
value changes (both up and down), 5,500 photos and more than 55,000 values of stamps 
and covers from 1847-2017, all based on current retail offerings. Finally, the Brookman 
Price Guide also features a user-friendly identifier and basic topical index that helps users 
find stamps based on topic. I feel it is a "must-have" for most collectors. 

- Wayne L. Youngblood 

Francesco Tasso e la nascita de/le paste d 'Europa nel Rinascimento; Francesco Tassis and the birth of 
the European postal services in the Renaissance, by Tarcisio Battani, Camerata Cornelio 2017, perfect 
bound, heavy cardstock cover, 232 pages, 8% by 11 % inches, few black and white and many color 
illustrations throughout; text, captions and footnotes in Italian and English; €25 plus shipping & han
dling; available from philatelic literature dealers or directly from the publishers: Tassis Museum, email: 
info@museodeitasso.com. 

The adage that reminds us that from small springs great rivers are born suits per
fectly well both the Tassis dynasty of postal entrepreneurs and the numerous publishing, 
cultural and promotional initiatives of the Tassis Museum 
of Camerata Cornello near Bergamo. This volume - pub
lished on the quincentenary of the death of Francesco Tas
sis - is the latest addition to a substantial series of books 
focusing on the Tassis' role as architects of a modern Euro
pean postal network between the 1400s and 1700s. 

Born in 1459 at Cornello, Francesco joined the family's 
postal enterprise at a time when Holy Roman Emperor Maxi
milian I (1459-1519) was greatly appreciative of the progress 
made by the highly reliable and loyal Tassis throughout his 
empire. Francesco's immediate relatives who served the 
Habsburg included Pasino and Ruggero Sr. and Jr. During 
the 1400s Francesco's forebears had been able to get a foot
hold as first-rate postal entrepreneurs, both in Venice and 
Rome. Such an achievement was made possible by the efforts 
made by his pioneering ancestors since the early 1300s. 

During the twilight of the 1400s, Maximilian I availed himself of the services of Janetto 
Tassis (Francesco's brother), and Ruggero and Leonardo. In 1501, the Archduke of Austria, 
Philip the Handsome (1478-1506), son of Maximilian I and Mary of Burgundy, elevated Fran
cesco to the rank of captain and postmaster of the posts of The Netherlands. After ascending 
to the throne of Castile, Philip entrusted Francesco with the management and coordination 
of the posts of Spain, Germany and Gelderland and, by extension, the posts linking Flan
ders with France and Austria. Such a colossal endeavour entwining most of Western Europe 
required commensurate financing. 

The author of this impressive volume guides us, step-by-step, through these devel
opments, utilizing many published and non-published documents from private and 
public archival sources of the old continent. Philip's son (better known to us as Charles 
V), at the time was King Charles I of Spain and held the reins of an immense empire. In 
1516 the new monarch issued letters reaffirming the 1501 and 1505 assignments given by 
his father to Francesco and entrusting him, and his brother Giovan Battista, with the task 
of coordinating and managing a decidedly European and modern postal network link
ing the Iberian and Italian peninsulas to Austria, Germany and Flanders, including the 
inevitable transits on French and Papal territories. Needless to say, to succeed in such 
an ambitious venture the Habsburg was forced to double the previous postal budget. As 
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professor Bottani aptly put it, "the Tassis' posts had become a veritable continental enter
prise, the first of its kind with an unmistakably European mold." 

One year later, Francesco died and his nephew Giovan Battista was elevated to the 
title of Postmaster General of the Imperial Posts of the Habsburg. This volume ends with 
a bird's-eye view of the growth of the postal service in most major European cities, with 
special focus on the role of Francesco's nephews, who contributed to the apogee of the 
Tassis dynasty and, with it, the noteworthy progress made by postal communications. 

Bottani engages in a painstaking analysis of the rich documentation pieced together 
during his 15-year research. In fact, credit must be given to him for bringing to life impor
tant but often-neglected documents that have been ignored by earlier scholars. This vol
ume will answer many questions about Francesco Tasso, a remarkable figure of European 
postal history whose legacy influenced the postal communications of the Old and New 
Worlds for the ensuing centuries. The author's elaboration is rigorous and weighed up 
with the carefulness of the true historian. The style is fluent and pleasant; the production 
is lavish and t11e bibliography is extensive. Given the growing interest for postal history 
shown in recent years by academicians and scholars worldwide, it would be no surprise if 
this book will be out of print in the not-too-distant future due to a high volume of sales. 

- Giorgio Migliavacca 

Cata logo de/le Specializzazioni - Francobolli def/a Repubblica Italiano 2018, by Marcello Manelli, Bologna, 
Italy, published by the author, 2017. Softbound, 17 by 24 cm, 582 pages, color illustrated, price €38 plus 
postage, available from the author, contact for details: casella postale 158, 40124 Bologna Centro, Italy, 
marcel/o.manelli@virgilio.it,www.marcellomanelli.org, ISBN 978-88-940647-1-1. 

We all know that philately offers its best and becomes thrilling when collectors go 
beyond the simple classification of stamps, organized in a com
mercial album. What an excitement when uncommon water
marks or perforations are discovered, regardless their value! 
And don't forget the pleasant time spent sorting stamps ... These 
are the roots of philately. Unfortunately, common catalogs often 
present incomplete data and so they are unable to satisfy phi
latelists' wishes to specialize their collections. At the same time, 
fortunately, thanks to the foresight of some keen collectors, this 
obstacle can be overcome. That is the case offered by this catalog, 
authored by Marcello Manelli who, I do not find hard to say, is 
the most renowned expert, in my opinion, when talking about 
specializations of Italian stamps. He is not new to such a work 
that is launched on a market full of news, detailed studies and 
additional sections, but previously absent. In the current edition 

collectors can get a complete classification not only of all the stamps issued by the Italian 
Republic, but also of barcodes, unissued stamps, official and unofficial booklets, proofs for 
vending macl1ines, essays and much more. Each variable is considered: paper, watermark, 
printing, perforation. No oversight - all is there. Even recent creations by Italian Mail find 
their spots in the catalog, namely folders, philatelic cards, official albums, stamps on foil or 
Plexiglas - really, nothing is missing. A catalog usually shows estimates, too. The author 
provides them, pointing out that all prices were adjusted in comparison with previous edi
tions and that the evaluation of expensive stamps must be considered as a guideline, to be 
confirmed or even increased according to the market. I think any collector of Italian stamps 
must own this work - a goldmine of information that cannot be found elsewhere so simply. 

- Luca Lavagnino 

-
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Postal Stationery of Mexico, Peter Bame rt, Wayne Menuz, & Bill Walton, editors (2017),' Chester, Va., pub
lished by the United Postal Stationery Society, Inc., in cooperation with MEPSI (Mexico Elmhurst Philatelic 
Society International), 812 by 11 inches, 415 numbered pages plus cover, $58 card cover, $88.99 hard
cover, both perfect bound (member discount if ordered online), available from UPSS (www.upss.org) and 
through several dealers. If ordered from UPSS, shipping to all U.S. addresses is free; for international orders, 
add USO $35 [ISBN 978-0-9970744-5-1 ]. 

It's truly an exciting thing to see major activity taking place in the philatelic publishing 
arena. No one is currently doing this any better or more prolifically - in my opinion -
than the United Postal Stationery Society (UPSS). That 
organization is turning out important, substantive and 
lasting reference works at a dizzying pace, while making 
these products affordable to members and nonmembers 
alike. This massive volume, the newest of UPSS offer
ings, is a cooperative venture between the UPSS and 
the Mexico Elmhurst Philatelic Society International 
(MEPSI). The catalog lists and values virtually all types 
and formats of postal stationery ever created by Mexico. 
Values are based on actual dealer retail prices and auction 
realizations. This includes not only stamped envelopes 
and postal cards, but essays, airmails, formular cards and 
even revolutionary overprints. And, according to infor
mation from the UPSS, includes "new sections for Stamped 
to Order stationery, imitation and other private cards and the 
Express companies operating in Mexico." This includes, for 

Postal Stationery 
of Mexico 

Peter Bamert, Wayno Meniu. & BUI Wallon 
Edi ton 
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example, U.S. stamped envelopes with Wells, Fargo & Co. overprints and their uses, 
expanding the useful range of this catalog well beyond that of Mexico specilaists! 

Despite the complexity of the material covered (such as knife types and various lin
ings), all information presented is clearly illustrated (with tons of full-color photos!) and 
with easy-to-understand listings. 

This can be considered - and truly is - the definitive work on all aspects of Mexico's 
postal stationery. I've never been much inclined towards collecting Mexico, but found 
myself thinking "I could do this!" 

Truly, if you have either an active or even passive interest in Mexico or postal statio
nery, this book belongs on your shelf! ~ 

- Wayne L. Youngblood 
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We are important Buyers of British Empire, 
German Colonies, Worldwide and US Rarities 

and Specialized Collections. 

Are you trying to fill those pre-1936 gaps in your collection? 
We can help you build your collection with our extensive 

mint and used British Empire stock. 

Our Public Auctions offer an important and comprehensive selection 
of Great Britain and British Empire in all price levels. 

Call us today and ask us how we can help you!!! 
Email or fax us your Want List today!!! 

Free British Empire Public Auction Catalogue on Request! 

* 575~=~~An!~A mil 
Tel: +1(323)933-9435 Fax: +1(323)939-9930 ~ 

Toll Free in North America -Tel: 1 (877) 272-6693 Fax: 1 (877) 272-6694 
E-Mail: info@colonialstampcompany.com URL: www.colonialstampcompany.com 

Members of: ASDA, PTS, IFSDA, APS, CSDA, International Society of Appraisers 
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Time proven 
Showgard® Mounts ... 

-Showgard Mounts are the choice and 
recommendation of experienced collectors. 

-For over 25 years Showgard Mounts 
have proven perfectly safe for stamps 

under every climatic condition in all 
parts of the world . 

- It is a philatelic fact that collectors 
switch to Showgard Mounts as they gain 

in experience. It's a sensible 
idea to start and save with Showgard 

Mounts. At dealers everywhere. 
Available with Dark Display or clear 

see-through background. 

For Free Sample and Size Gauge 
Please Write 

VIDIFORMS CO. INC. 
Showgard House 
115 North Route 9W 
Congers, NY 10920 
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Minuteman Press is a printing company that is 
dedicated to the philatelic community and the growth 
of the hobby of philately. To honor this commitment 
Minuteman Press will donate $100 to the American 
Philatelic Society for every book quote for a job 
exceeding a quantity of 250 books. So, if you are in 
need of a book printer who cares about philately and 
your philatelic printing contact Minuteman Press. 
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Schuyler J. Rumsey Philatelic Auctions 

When choosing an auction house, you should also 
consider the things they don't sell. 

Kn owledge. Experience. Integrity. Things that canno t be bought, bartered 

or sold. Yet they're responsible for realizing the highest prices for your 

stamps. At Rumsey Auctions, we've built our reputation on these qualities 

as much as on the impressive financial results we achieve for our clients. 

Please call or email us and let us show you how much we can do fo r you. 
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• Philatelic • • 
Auctions : 
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